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President’s Message…President’s Message…  
  

Who knew that Mother Nature reads the Fusible Link? She certainly responded 

to my comments last month with enough bad weather to cause us to cancel the 

February meeting. No worries though, Frank Savino has offered to make his 

presentation about Advanced Technology Smoke Detection sometime in the 

future so we won’t miss it.  

 

You may remember me talking about changes made by The Society last October 

to our name, vision and goals to modernize our organization. No doubt you 

recognize our new logo emblazoned at the top of this page. The SFPE’s president 

has just announced that all the details have been formalized and have been 

published. You can find them at www.sfpe.org. At the March meeting I’ll share 

more with you. 

 

Also note for your advance planning since these are changes from our normal 

routine. On April 13 we will hold a breakfast meeting at the new offices of FM 

Global which will be on the second Monday of the month, this will be a regular 

monthly meeting. This year our annual symposium with the AFAANJ is being 

held on May 6, rather than during April.  

 

 
 

                                                 

President,  NJ Chapter SFPE 

Editor Fusible Link 

Brad Hart & 

Ana Crisostomo 

Tel.: 646-572-3920 

Fax: 646-871-3920 

Mark your calendars for the annual joint NJ/NY SFPE Chapter annual golf outing. It 
will be Tuesday June 16th 2015 at the New York Country Club, New Hempstead, NY 
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March 2nd Chapter Meeting Topic Summary  
 
At our March 2nd meeting Gary Ryman and Fay Purvis will talk to us about ‘Foam Systems Design and Acceptance 

Testing’.  Foam Water Sprinkler protection for ignitable liquids fire hazards is an important protection option.  Ensuring 

systems are properly installed, maintained and tested can be a complex undertaking.  Fay Purvis of Vector Fire 

Technology, Inc., and Gary Ryman of FM Global will present a “Reader’s Digest” version of the highlights of installing 

and taking care of these important systems.   

 

Fay Purvis is president of Vector Fire Technology, Inc., a foam fire protection service company he formed in 

1999.  Prior to founding Vector Fire Technology, Inc. Fay spent 27 years at National Foam in Exton, PA.  While at 

National Foam Fay served as Director of Engineering and Product Development, Sales Director, and finally General 

Manager.  He has been a member of the NFPA-11 Foam Technical Committee since 1983 and has been serving as 

chairman of that committee since 2005.  Having spent most of his career in foam fire protection he is well versed in all 

types of foam fire protection systems.  Vector Fire Technology, Inc. has concentrated on improved testing methods for 

foam proportioning systems with special emphasis on environmental issues. 

 

Gary Ryman is a Senior Engineering Specialist with FM Global.  He was part of the team responsible for the 

development of FM Global’s Data Sheet 4-12 Foam Water Sprinkler Systems, and has taught extensively on the subject 

throughout the company.  Ryman also has over 35 years of fire service experience,  holding ranks from firefighter to 

Chief of Department. Gary is also the author of two books, Fire Men: Stories From Three Generations of a Firefighting 

Family, and the recently published novel Mayday! Firefighter Down.  
 

Tire Warehouse Burns Near BWI Airport  

Feb 24, 2015 Source: WUSA9.com  

LINTHICUM, Md. (WUSA9) -- Firefighters are keeping a close eye 
on the smoldering remains of a tire fire near BWI Airport. 

The smoke from the fire at K & K Tires in the 800 block of Oregon 
Avenue in Linthicum could be seen for miles around, including 
from the Baltimore Beltway. 

Crews were called to the scene at approximately 8:30 p.m., say 
Anne Arundel County fire officials. They found fire coming from a 
shed on the property. 

There were 42 firefighters on the scene with units from Anne 
Arundel County, BWI Airport and Baltimore City. Firefighters had 
to battle both the flames and the bitter cold. 

Crews tried to keep the fire from spreading to other nearby 
businesses in the industrial area. 

No one was hurt. 

Officials have not determined the cause of the fire at this time. 

Tire fires can be very difficult to control. Tire fires threaten air, soil and water pollution as tires break down into hazardous 
materials, according to the EPA. 

Firefighters remain on the scene of a tire warehouse blaze near BWI. 
Photo credit: Anne Arundel County Fire Department 
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A large explosion Wednesday at the 

Exxon Mobil refinery in Torrance 

sent flames into the air, injuring four 

and leaving residents with a stark 

reminder of the dangers that come 

with living in the South Bay’s 

refinery zone. 

The blast occurred at about 8:50 

a.m., rattling residents, shattering 

some windows and forcing students 

at 14 nearby schools to remain 

indoors. Seismologists said the 

power of the blast was the 

equivalent of a 1.4 magnitude 

earthquake. It sent a ash-like 

substance into nearby 

neighborhoods. 

When firefighters arrived at the 

refinery, Torrance Capt. Steve Deuel 

said, they found flames likely fueled 

by gasoline. 

When the fire was finally put out, a 

destructive scene emerged. Portions 

of the refinery structure were 

mangled by the force of the 

explosion, which left debris 

scattered and two vehicles badly 

damaged. 

Still, the vast majority of the 

sprawling facilities continued to 

operate as normal. 

The cause of the blast has not been 

determined, but it occurred in one of 

the plant's electrostatic precipitators, 

which are housed in a unit that had 

been shut down for maintenance in a 

process known as a turnaround, 

according to California Division of 

Occupational Safety and Health 

spokeswoman Erika Monterroza. 

Standing 12-stories high and 

weighing more than 1,000 tons, the 

electrostatic precipitators reduce 

ammonia and particulate emissions 

and were installed to comply with 

environmental regulations imposed 

by the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District, according to 

company documents. 

Cal/OSHA has shut down the fluid 

catalytic cracker, the larger unit that 

houses the affected equipment, 

citing the hazard. Operations will 

resume when the company can 

demonstrate it can safely run the 

unit -- a process that could take 

days, weeks, or months, Monterroza 

said. 

Turnarounds are considered one of 

the most potentially dangerous 

processes at a refinery, which 

spurred State Sen. Loni Hancock to 

propose Senate Bill 1300, a law 

approved in September that requires 

refineries to file schedules of 

planned turnarounds. 

The law took effect Jan. 1, but 

employers aren’t required to submit 

documentation on turnarounds like 

Wednesday’s until June 15, 

Monterroza said. 

No harmful emissions were 

detected. But the South Coast 

AQMD, which was at the refinery 

assessing air quality, issued the 

smoke advisory for the area. 

The refineries and other energy 

processing facilities that dot the 

South Bay have long been towering 

presences. There have been fewer 

destructive incidents in recent years. 

But during the 1980s and '90s, 

explosions and other accidents at 

refineries sparked protests and calls 

for stricter regulations. 

In 1994, a gas explosion ripped 

through Mobil's Torrance refinery, 

injuring 28 people, at least six 

seriously. In 1988, one person was 

killed and nine others were injured 

in a blast at the refinery. Some of the 

injured suffered serious burns. 

In 1985, two people were killed and 

45 injured when a chain of 

explosions from a gasoline-

processing pump tore through an 

Atlantic Richfield refinery in 

Carson, sending 5,000-degree 

hydrogen flames shooting hundreds 

of feet into the air. 

Torrance officials said they are 

trying to keep Wednesday’s blast in 

perspective. 

“There certainly is a level of 

concern by the community," said 

Mayor Patrick Furey, who lives just 

two blocks from the refinery. “Any 

time there’s an incident, it heightens 

our awareness.” 

But Furey, who has lived in the 

South Bay city for more than 30 

years, said he considers the 

explosion an anomaly -- and credits 

Exxon with implementing safety and 

community awareness programs 

during the last two decades. 

“We mandate that they run a safe 

and secure property,” Furey said. 

“To be a good neighbor within the 

city limits, they have to be that 

way.” 

Resident Gilbert Griego, 70, said he 

was watching television at home 

with his daughter-in-law and 

grandson when the house shook. He 

has lived near the refinery for about 

65 years. 

“My daughter-in-law thought it was 

an earthquake,” he said. “I didn't 

think it was because I didn't feel the 

ground move.” 

But looking at the flames from his 

home, which sits near the 

intersection of Crenshaw and Del 

Amo boulevards, he said he’s seen 

worse. 

He recalled a 1979 oil tank fire at 

the Mobil Oil facility that sits 

behind his house. He said that 

incident forced the evacuation of his 

neighborhood. 

Huge Exxon Mobil explosion a reminder of  refinery 
dangers (Los Angeles Times) 
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Keeping Above Ground Tanks From Freezing 
With the winter we have had this year with its record breaking low temperatures, the article below  while written last year holds even 

more significance this season.  
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Vicki Serafin 
Affiliated FM 
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C 
3rd Floor 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196 
Phone: (973) 541-6771 
Fax: (973) 541-6909 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
  
Date:   March 2, 2015 
 
Place:   Hanover Manor 
  16 Eagle Rock Avenue 
  East Hanover, NJ 07936 
 
Price:   $30.00 
 
Dinner: 5:00-6:00 (Cash bar) 
 Dinner at 6 PM 
  

  Topic:  Foam Systems Design & Acceptance Testing 
 
  Speaker: Gary Ryman, FM Global & Fay Purvis, Vector Fire  
 
    
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO “SFPE NJ CHAPTER” TO:   
 
 

Vicki Lynn Serafin 
Affiliated FM Insurance 
300 Kimball Drive  
Suite 200 
Parsippany, NJ  07054 
Phone: 973-541-6771 / Fax: 973-541-6909 
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 
 
 
 
 

OR PAY AT THE DOOR 

 
 

 NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 COMPANY:___________________________TELEPHONE:______________________ 
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March 2 
Foam Systems Design & Acceptance Testing’ Gary Ryman FM Global & 
Fay Purvis Vector Fire  

April 13 
This will be the breakfast meeting at FM Global’s office at 300 Kimball 
Drive, Suite 200, Parsippany. Dick Davis will speak about “Solar Panel Fire 
Hazard” 

May 6 Joint Seminar’ with NJ AFAA  

June 8 
Comparison of UL 286 and ASTM E84’  JC Harrington FM Global & ‘SFPE 
Update’ Julie Gordon SFPE  

June 16  
Joint NY/NJ SFPE Golf Outing will be Tuesday, June 16, 2015 at the New 
York Country Club, New Hempstead, NY 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2014Meeting Dates/Programs 2014Meeting Dates/Programs 2014Meeting Dates/Programs 2014----2015201520152015    



 

            

2014201420142014----2015 Chapter 2015 Chapter 2015 Chapter 2015 Chapter 

CommitteesCommitteesCommitteesCommittees    

 

STANDING COMMITTEESSTANDING COMMITTEESSTANDING COMMITTEESSTANDING COMMITTEES    
Program 
Ernesto Vega-Janica 
 
Arrangements 
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
Membership 
Dave Gluckman, Chairman 
 
Nominating 
Ed Armm, Chairman (IPP) 
Chris Vitale 
John Antola, Jr. 
 
Scholarship Fund 
Ed Armm–Chairman 
Mike Newman 
Chris Vitale 
 
Scholarship Outing 
Rich Reitberger—Chairman 
J. Snyder 
 
Auditing 
Vanessa Gallagher, Chairman 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Archivist/Historian 
Jim Tolos, Vicki & Nicole 
 
Speakers Gifts 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Communications 
Fusible Link—Brad Hart 
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator 
 
Communications-Other 
Paul McGrath 
Mike Newman 
 
Mailing/Automation/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
Webmaster—Mike Newman & Paul McGrath 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 
Spring Seminar 
Ed Armm—Chairman 
Dave Kurasz—Sprinkler Speakers Coordinator 
Jim Loftus—Alarm Speakers Coordinator 
Paul McGrath—Vendor Coordinator 
 
Bylaws 
Jim Tolos, Chairman 
Joe Janiga 
John Antola 
 
Career Recruitment 
Rich Reitberger, Chairman 
Donna Spano 
Marios Michaelides 
 
Golf Outing 
NY Chapter for 2014 
 
Chapter Excellence Awards 
Ernesto Vega-Janica 
Chris Vitale 
 
PE Examination 
Donna Spano 
 
Chapter Seminar/Field Trip 
Richard Reitberger, Chairman 
Ed Armm , CoChairman 
Dave Gluckman 
Nathan Gorey 
 

HELPFUL LINKS 
 
ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 

AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 

ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 

Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 

FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 

FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 

FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 

FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 

Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 

HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html 

AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/  
International Code Council -  http://www.iccsafe.org/ 

International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/news/

nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 

The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/ 

Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/

hazardcommunications/index.html 

National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/index.cfm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISE IN THE  
FUSIBLE LINK 

 

Do you want your business to be known by over 125 professionals 
in the local Fire Protection industry?  Advertise in the Fusible Link.  
$100 per chapter fiscal year.  Contact Vicki Serafin for more info: 

Vicki.serafin@affiliated fm.com 


