
 

   

President’s MessagePresident’s Message  
 

I hope everyone is having a safe and enjoyable 
summer! 
 
Our annual summer planning meeting was held on 
August 6th and we are going to have an excellent 
year.  My thanks to Vicki Serafin and Joe Janiga for 
making the necessary arrangements to allow us to 

use a conference room at the offices of Affiliated FM while mine was 
unavailable.   
 
As usual, on the back of this issue is the schedule for upcoming 
meetings and events for 2008 and 2009.  I hope you will mark your 
calendars accordingly now so you can attend all of our meetings and 
programs.   
 
Why should you attend you ask?  The answer is simple.  I cannot think 
of a better way to network with your peers, gather a tremendous 
amount of knowledge, converse with experts in our field, build your 
own reputation amongst your peers, represent your organization or 
company, and enhance your own personnel career development.   
 
I am always open to ideas, comments and suggestions so if anyone 
has any thoughts they would like to share with me, just let me know. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone on September 8! 
 
David Gluckman 
NJSFPE Chapter President 
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NJ SFPE Membership Meeting Minutes NJ SFPE Membership Meeting Minutes   
June 9 , 2008June 9 , 2008  

Meeting was held at the 
Hanover Manor. 
 
• President Dave Gluckman 

called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 P.M. 

 
• The previous minutes were  

Accepted. 
 
• The Treasurer’s Report was 

accepted. 
 
• Elections  -  Slate of officers 

accepted for 2008 – 2009. 
 
• Ed Armm put forth a motion 

requesting that the New 
Jersey Chapter sponsor 
(donation $500.00) Mr. Art 
Black, representing the 
Automatic Fire Alarm 
Association to put on a 

seminar for authorities 
having jurisdiction at Seton 
Hall University on July 31, 
2008.  Motion accepted. 

 
• Jerry Naylis presented the 

following information: 
– DCA Commissioner 

Joe Doria adopted 
sprinkler protection 
for balconies. 

– Adoption of the 2006 
International Fire 
Code  -  effective date 
2009.  Note:  
Appendix “B” was not 
adopted. 

– DCA to perform a 
realistic high rise 
sprinkler cost 
evaluation. 

 
• Presentations: 

– Joe Janiga received 
the President’s Award. 

– Vinny Fischera 
received the “Hat’s 
Off” Award. 

 
• Evening’s Presentation: 

– Russ Fleming (current 
National SFPE 
President) 
representing The 
National Fire Sprinkler 
Association. 

– Topic:  The Case for 
Automatic Sprinklers 
in Habitational 
Occupancies. 

 
• Meeting Concluded: 7:45 

P.M. 
 

2008 NJ SFPE Chapter Golf Outing Results (West Point Golf Club 6/23/08) 
 

The Chapter held its annual gold outing at West Point Golf Club on June 23rd.  Profits to this event go to the joint NY 
and NJ chapter James R. O’Neil and W. Robert Powers Scholarship Program.  This program awards scholarships to 
students going into the Fire Protection Engineering field.  Over 100 Chapter members and guests attended the event.  
Pictures of the event are contained throughout this issue. 
 

The statistics for the outing are as follows: 
 
Outing Champions – 4 player  scramble 
Jim Goerl 
Peter Bell 
Lance Harry 
Jon Ingram 
 
Score 63 (Score Card playoff) 
 
Men’s Longest Drive – Andrew Sims 
Lady’s Longest Drive – Megan Miller 
Closest to the Pin – John McBride 
 
The outing netted  $5,442.57 for the Scholarship Fund. 
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Chapter President David Gluckman presents Vinny Fichera with " Hats Off" 
award for  his support in helping arrange many of the past year's monthly speakers 
for our programs.  

Chapter President David Gluckman presents Joe Janiga with President's award  
for dedication and service to the chapter in numerous areas of operation including 
the Chapters web site, monthly programs, PE examination, Auditing, etc.  

From left:  Dennis Gemignani, Tyco, Mark Musikoff, XL 
Group, Gregg Morefellas, Aon, and Bill Yucas, Aon. 

Mark Musikoff, XL Group trying to persuade the ball to cooperate.. 

In the rough again.  From left:  Nathan Ogistl, L3 Communications, Paul 
Mottes, FM Global, John Antolo, FM Global and Mike Machette, FM Global. 

From left:  Joe Higgins (Scholarship recipient), Joe Janiga, FM 
Global, Chris Ryan, Aetna and Mike Frisz, FM Global. 

Photos from the 6/23/08 Chapter Golf Outing and 6/9/08 Meeting 
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CSB Releases New Safety Video on Fatal 2006 Oilfield Explosion in 
Mississippi, Emphasizes Safe Practices for Hot Work 

The following message is from 
the U.S. Chemical Safety Board, 
Washington DC. 

CSB Releases New Safety Video 
on Fatal 2006 Oilfield Explosion 
in Mississippi, Emphasizes Safe 
Practices for Hot Work. 

Washington, DC, July 17, 2008 - 
The U.S. Chemical Safety Board 
(CSB) today released a new 
safety video detailing an 
explosion that led to the deaths 
of three contractors at the 
Partridge-Raleigh oilfield in rural 
Raleigh, Mississippi, in June 
2006. 

All the victims were employees 
of Stringer's Oilfield Services, an 
independent contract firm hired 
by Partridge-Raleigh to perform 
maintenance on oil storage 
tanks at the facility. 

Entitled 'Death in the Oilfield,' 
the nine-minute video is based 
on the CSB's final investigation 
report, which was voted on and 
approved by the Board in June 
2007. The video is available for 
viewing and downloading in the 
Video Room of the CSB's 
website, Safetyvideos.gov as 
well as on the CSB channel on 
YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/USCSB). 
DVDs of the video will be 
provided at no charge through 
the online request form at 
CSB.gov. 

The new video includes a 3-D 

computer animation depicting 
the sequence of events that led 
to the explosion, which occurred 
when sparks from a welding 
operation ignited flammable 
vapors venting from a storage 
tank. The animation describes 
the preparation of the site by 
Stringer's employees and the 
unsafe hot work that led to the 
accident. 

The video, which includes 
interviews with CSB 
investigators and Board Member 
William E. Wright, highlights the 
key safety lessons and board 
recommendations from the 
CSB's year-long investigation of 
the accident. The investigation 
determined that neither 
Partridge-Raleigh nor Stringer's 
Oilfield Services followed safe 
practices for hot work, which 
includes operations such as 
cutting, welding, and grinding 
that can generate sparks and 
ignite flammable materials. The 
CSB's final report called for 
increased inspection and 
enforcement of OSHA safety 
standards at oil production 
facilities. 

'This is the fourth fatal oilfield 
accident the CSB has 
investigated since 1998, which 
underscores the need for 
improved safety practices in this 
industry,' Mr. Wright said. 'It is 
our hope this video will be 
widely viewed in the U.S. oil 
production sector so that readily 
preventable accidents like the 

one in Mississippi are less likely 
in the future.' 

CSB safety videos have been 
viewed over one million times 
over the Internet since the 
launch of the program in 
December 2005. More than 
75,000 DVDs have been 
distributed to industry and labor 
groups, government agencies, 
safety trainers, educators, 
emergency responders, and 
individual requesters throughout 
the world. 

The CSB is an independent 
federal agency charged with 
investigating industrial chemical 
accidents. The agency's board 
members are appointed by the 
president and confirmed by the 
Senate. CSB investigations look 
into all aspects of chemical 
accidents, including physical 
causes such as equipment 
failure as well as inadequacies 
in regulations, industry 
standards, and safety 
management systems. 

The Board does not issue 
citations or fines but does make 
safety recommendations to 
plants, industry organizations, 
labor groups, and regulatory 
agencies such as OSHA and 
EPA. Visit our website, 
www.csb.gov. 

For more information, contact 
Daniel Horowitz at (202) 261-
7613 / (202) 441-6074 cell. 
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Position Description:  
  
Company Description: Schirmer Engineering 
is internationally recognized as one of the 
premier fire protection engineering, life safety 
and security consulting firms in the world. 
Founded in 1939, we are one of the oldest and 
most trusted names in fire protection 
engineering, with offices located throughout the 
United States. 

Location:  Schirmer Engineering is currently 
looking for engineers to fill new positions in 
our New York Metropolitan area office located 
in White Plains, NY. 

Minimum Education: Interested individuals 
should have a M.S., B.S., or Associates Degree 
in Fire Protection, Mechanical, or Electrical 
Engineering, Architecture, Architectural 
Engineering, or related fields. Individuals 
having an AIA certification, an EIT, or P.E. in 
Fire Protection Engineering or a related field 
are preferred. 

Minimum Work Experience:  Schirmer 
Engineering welcomes inquiries from 
individuals from all levels of experience, 
although individuals having 3 to 7 years of 
related engineering experience are preferred. 
Work experience should demonstrate growth 
and a proportional increase in technical, project 
management, business development and related 
responsibilities. 

Special Skills: Applicants should be 
technically oriented, with good analytical and 
organizational skills. Excellent communication 
skills (written and oral) required. Individuals 
should have a broad knowledge of general 
building construction methods, familiarity with 
building and life safety codes, and experience 
in working with contractors, architects, and/or 
engineers. Knowledge and background with 
computer fire modeling techniques and 
performance-based design is a plus. The 
selected individual must have the ability to 
work both independently and in a team 
environment. Persons with the desire for career 
growth and interested in participating in the 
development of a rapidly growing, dynamic 
office are encouraged to apply. 

Duties and Responsibilities:  Technical 
responsibilities will include fire protection 
system design, specification development, 
construction period services, building surveys, 
building code consulting, computer fire, smoke 
and egress modeling, plan review, accessibility 
consulting, and related fire protection, life 
safety and building code consulting services. 
The selected individual will also assist in the 
development of project proposals and 
participate in business development. 
Candidates with appropriate experience will 
participate in, and direct financial and technical 
management of assigned projects. 

Contact Information:  For additional 
information regarding Schirmer Engineering, 

please see our website at 
www.schirmereng.com. Forward confidential 
resumes and inquiries to: 

Michael J. Rzeznik, P.E.  
Manager – New York Regional Office  
1 Barker Avenue, Third Floor White Plains, 
NY 10601  
(914) 949-0555  
Mike_Rzeznik@schirmereng.com 

Career Opportunities 

Chubb Fire Protection Seminars 
If you are looking for hands on fire protection training, then these are the classes for you. Classes are conducted in 
Chubb's Training Center which is located in Warren, NJ (30 minutes from NYC). Facility managers, sprinkler contractors, 
and compliance officers have found these sessions to be informative, practical and applicable to their jobs. All classes 
are now CEU approved in NJ, PA, NY and CT. You can get a detailed description of each class at http://
www.chubb.com/lcu .  Attached is a registration form. 

• Water Supplies + Sprinkler Systems 9/22/08 1 day 

• Dry Pipe and Pre-Action Sprinkler 
Systems 

9/23/08 1 day 

• Automatic Fire Pumps 9/24/08 1 day 

• NFPA 25—Maintaining Water based 
Systems 

9/25/08 2 day 

• Fire Detection + Alarm Systems 11/10/08 1 day 

• Warehouse Fire Protection 11/11/08 2 day 

• Sprinkler Plan Review 11/13/08 2 day 

Loss Control Consultant 
 
Outstanding, independent, full-service loss 
control firm is looking for a consultant in 
central New Jersey.  This company 
specializes in risk analysis and property 
loss control. The company is growing and 
a leader in their industry.  For more 
information about this opportunity please 
contact: 
 
Greg McDowell 
WESTPORT ONE 
11701 Borman Drive, Suite 250 
St. Louis, MO 63146 
Tel: (314) 991-4355, ext. 3002 or Toll Free:  
(877) 709-8784 
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Vicki Serafin 
Affiliated FM 
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C 
3rd Floor 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196 
Phone: (973) 541-6771 
Fax: (973) 541-6909 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
  
Date:   September 8 , 2008 
 
Place:   Hanover Manor 
  16 Eagle Rock Avenue 
  East Hanover, NJ 
 
Price:   $26.00 
 
Dinner:  5:00-6:00 (Cash bar for mixed drinks) 
 Dinner at 6 PM 
  
Speaker(s):  Robert Zuiderveld 
 
Topic:  Pyroban—Ignition Protection Methods in Hazardous Areas 
 

Please note for this meeting: 
All officers, directors and committee chairman are requested to attend a meeting at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Hanover 
Manor. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO “SFPE NJ CHAPTER” TO:   
 
 

Vicki Serafin 
Affiliated FM 
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C - 3rd Floor 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196 
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 
 
 

OR PAY AT THE DOOR 
 
 

 NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 COMPANY:___________________________TELEPHONE:______________________ 
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2008Meeting Dates/Programs 2008Meeting Dates/Programs 2008---200920092009   
DATE TOPIC 

  

September 8 Pyroban—Ignition protection methods in 
hazardous areas—Robert Zuiderveld 

October 6 Sikorsky—Field Trip 

November 3 10 Common Design Misunderstandings—Ed 
Armm 

December 1 25 Principles of Alarm Science—Jeff Zwirn 

January 5 Introduction to IFC—John Drucker 

February 2 Case Study:  Saw Mill Dust Explosion—John 
Cholin 

March 2 MIC—Microbiological Corrosion—
Prevention & Inspection Requirement—Pete 
Carey, Potter Signal  

April 24  Seminar   

May 4 Installation Issues with CPVC Piping 

June 1 Green Impact on Fire Protection 
Technology—Vinnie Fichera 
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2008-2009 Chapter 
Committees 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

Program 
Ed Armm, Chairman 
Consulting - Peter Rullo 
 
Arrangements 
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
Membership 
John Cholin, Chairman 
 
Nominating 
Glenn Dietz, Chairman 
Chuck Gandy 
Glenn Buser 
 
Scholarship Fund 
Chuck Gandy, Chairman 
Ed Armm 
Mike Machette 
Alternates:  Rich Reitberger, Jim Tolos 
 
Auditing 
Joe Janiga, Chairman 
John Warnet 
 
Archivist 
Rich Reitberger, Chairman 
Nicole Davidowitch 
 
Historian 
Jim Tolos 
 
Communications 
Fusible Link—Brad Hart 
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator 
Mailing/Automation/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 
Bylaws 
Jim Tolos, Chairman 
Joe Janiga - Co-Chairman 
 
Career Recruitment 
Al Dopart, Chairman 
Glenn Deitz 
Dave Gluckman 
 
Golf Outing 
Richard Reitberger, Chairman 
Joe Janiga 
 
Awards 
Frank Savino, Chairman 
Rich Reitberger 
 
PE Examination 
John Cholin, Chairman 
Joe Janiga 
Mike Newman 
Chuck Gandy 
 
Chapter Seminar/Field Trip 
Richard Reitberger, Chairman 
Dave Gluckman 
Joe Janiga 
 
Legislative 
Rich Reitberger, Chairman 
Vinnie Fichera 
Jerry Naylis 
 
Finance 
Rich Reitberger - Chairman 
John Cholin 
Bob Murray  


