
 

   

President’s MessagePresident’s Message……  
 
 
Last month we had the pleasure of  being briefed by our good 
friend,  Russ Flemming, P.E., Vice President of  the National Fire 
Sprinkler Association.  Russ gave an enlighten brief  on the hazards 
of  antifreeze systems in residential sprinkler systems and some 
insight into current testing and evaluations being conducted with 
respect to concentrations and operation.  We thank Russ for making 
the time to meet with our Chapter.  Our December meeting is an 
award winner, literally.  On December 6th we will be honoring 
officially our newest Fellow recipient, Mike Newman of  Johnson & 
Johnson.  That night we also will present the John V Kelly Excellence 
Award to Vinny Fichera to recognize his many years working the 
halls and offices in Trenton reminding our elected officials the 
benefits and need to install automatic sprinklers heads – 
everywhere !  Come on out and help us toast both members who 
have represented our Chapter with distinction. 
 
 
Rich Reitberger 
Chapter President 
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President Reitberger convened the 
meeting at 6:00PM with a salute to the 
flag and customary introductions. 
There were 19 in attendance. 
 
The Treasurer’s report for November 
1, 2010 was read and accepted by the 
members. There is $14,359.11 in the 
balance. 
 
The Secretaries report for September 
and October were discussed and 
accepted by the members. 
 
Xianxu Hu, Marios Michaelides and 
Eric Greenwald have applied for 
chapter membership and were 
accepted by vote of the members. 
Welcome fellows. 
 
Russ Fleming, Executive VP of the 
NFSA spoke to us about ‘antifreeze in 
fire sprinkler systems –or- how to 
protect fire sprinkler systems from 
freezing’. 
• NFPA 25 ver. 2011 section 4.1.2 

will require the building owner to 
maintain heat….    

• NFPA 13, 13D and 13 R use 
slightly different wording 
regarding the applicability of dry 

sprinkler protection all at the 
temperature of 40F.   

• NFPA 13 D and 13R usually don’t 
require protection in the type of 
spaces that are typically unheated. 

• Wrapping sprinkler piping with 
insulation is of little use since that 
insulates the pipe from the warm 
side as well as from the cold. 

• Loose fill insulation tends to fall 
off sprinkler piping so special 
steps are needed to keep the pipe 
on the warm side of this type 
insulation. 

• NFPA 13 allows heat tracing, 13D 
is silent. 

• There has been a trend of 
antifreeze sprinkler systems to 
grow in size. 

• Sprinkler antifreeze requires 
thorough mixing with water to 
obtain solution otherwise denser 
antifreeze may settle out of the 
water causing pockets of higher 
concentration. 

• NFPA 13 only allows glycerin for 
antifreeze in CPVC pipe. 

• Expansion chambers for 
antifreeze systems are sometimes 
being replaced with relief valves 
instead. 

Following a residential accident in 
Truckee, CA in Aug 09 there is 
concern about antifreeze in sprinkler 
pipe. During that incident it appears 
discharge from the single operating 
sprinkler supported fire, 
explosion.  Another incident occurred 
in Herriman, UT in June 
2010.  Developing opinion today 
seems to be that antifreeze 
concentrations above published limits 
in sprinkler systems with smaller 
orifices and at higher pressures 
(~100psi) may be the cause. Not 
everyone agrees or agrees with how to 
resolve the issue. 
 
Current TIAs and safety alert are; no 
new residential antifreeze systems 
should be installed. Existing antifreeze 
systems should limit concentrations of 
propylene glycol to no more than 40% 
and glycerin to no more than 50%. 
This may require changes to existing 
systems. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
8:20PM. 

NJ-SFPE November 1, 2010 
Meeting Minutes 

Schirmer Engineering Changes its Name 
 
Effective October 1, 2010, Schirmer Engineering 
Corporation has officially become Aon Fire Protection 
Engineering Corporation (Aon FPE).  In 2001, Schirmer 
Engineering was acquired by Aon Corporation, a leading 
global provider of risk management services, insurance, 
and reinsurance brokerage.   The intent of this name 
change is to better align our Company and brand with that 
of our parent company, Aon Corporation.  We believe this 
evolution of our brand honors our legacy; better represents 
our growing global presence; and positions us to move 
forward as one, united Company with a common 
vision.   For more information on the combined global 
offerings of Aon Fire Protection Engineering, please visit 
our new website at www.AonFPE.com. 
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Name:  

Title:  

Company:  

Business Address:  

 Fax:       Phone: 

Home Address:  

Phone:   

Email Address* :  

  

RENEWAL APPLICATION & 2010- 2011 DUES NOTICE 

• *  PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS EVEN IF WE HAVE IT ALREADY SO WE MAY 
UPDATE OUR RECORDS. THIS WILL ENABLE US TO PROVIDE YOU WITH IMPORTANT AND TIMELY 
NOTICES SUCH AS MEETING CANCELLATIONS DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER. 
• Hurricanes are not considered inclemency’s of the season here! Just normal circumstance that is not insured against in a 
normal homeowner’s policy. 

********************************************************************************************************** 
1.  Are you a current member of the International SFPE?      
 
     If not, would you like a membership application?           
    
2. Are you interested in NJ Chapter Committee Participation?    
 
********************************************************************************************************** 
PLEASE REMIT BY - ASAP 
 
MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO - "NJ CHAPTER SFPE" 
 
MAIL YOUR CHECK TODAY WITH THIS APPLICATION TO: 
 
Vicki Lynn Serafin                                         Dues - 2010-2011:   $20.00  E-mail copies of Fusible Link 
C/O NJ Chapter SFPE       and Meeting Notices 
P.O. Box 8268                  
Parsippany, NJ  07054-1196 Still need application  
                 Filed out    $  0.00  Retired member 
               
Email: vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com  
                   

 
Thank you for your continued support! 
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2010-2011 

Dec. 6 John V. Kelly award recipient to be speaker—Vinny Fichera 

Jan. 3 Tyco Model PRV-1 Pressure Reducing Valve  

Feb. 7 Dust Update—John Cholin 

March 7 Insurance Industry Update  

April 22 Joint Symposium/Seminar—International Codes and Standards 

May 2 Green Power Hazards, FM speaker. 

June 13 Annual Meeting—The Changing View of Protection for Data Centers. 
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Vicki Serafin 
Affiliated FM 
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C 
3rd Floor 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196 
Phone: (973) 541-6771 
Fax: (973) 541-6909 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
  
Date:   December 6, 2010 
 
Place:   Hanover Manor 
  16 Eagle Rock Avenue 
  East Hanover, NJ 
 
Price:   $30.00 
 
Dinner:  5:00-6:00 (Cash bar for mixed drinks) 
 Dinner at 6 PM 
  

  Topic:  John V. Kelly Award and Legislation Update  
   
 

 
Please note for this meeting: 
All officers, directors and committee chairman are requested to attend a meeting at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Hanover 
Manor. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO “SFPE NJ CHAPTER” TO:   
 
 

Vicki Serafin 
Affiliated FM 
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C - 3rd Floor 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196 
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 
 
 

OR PAY AT THE DOOR 
 
 

 NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 COMPANY:___________________________TELEPHONE:______________________ 
 



 

   

2008-2009 Chapter 
Committees 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

Program 
Ed Armm, Chairman 
Consulting - Peter Rullo 
 Richard Ravaioli 
Arrangements 
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
Membership 
John Cholin, Chairman 
 
Nominating 
Dave Gluckman, Chairman 
Glenn Dietz 
Chuck Gandy 
 
Scholarship Fund 
Chuck Gandy, Chairman 
Ed Armm 
Mike Machette 
Alternates:  Rich Reitberger, Jim Tolos 
 
Auditing 
Joe Janiga, Chairman 
John Warnet 
 
Archivist 
Rich Reitberger, Chairman 
Nicole Smith 
 
Historian 
Jim Tolos 
 
Communications 
Fusible Link—Brad Hart 
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator 
Mailing/Automation/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
Website—Joe Janiga 
Facebook & Twitter Coordinator—Todd Vazquez 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 
Bylaws 
Jim Tolos, Chairman 
Joe Janiga - Co-Chairman 
 
Career Recruitment 
Al Dopart, Chairman 
Glenn Deitz 
Dave Gluckman 
Glen Buser 
 
Golf Outing 
Richard Reitberger, Chairman 
Joe Janiga 
 
Awards 
Rich Reitberger, Chairman 
 
PE Examination 
John Cholin, Chairman 
Joe Janiga 
Mike Newman 
Chuck Gandy 
 
Chapter Seminar/Field Trip 
Richard Reitberger, Chairman 
Dave Gluckman 
Joe Janiga 
 
Legislative 
Rich Reitberger, Chairman 
Vinnie Fichera 
Jerry Naylis 
Dave Kurasz 
 
Finance 
Rich Reitberger - Chairman 
John Cholin 
Bob Murray  

HELPFUL LINKS 
 
ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/  
International Code Council -  http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/index.cfm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVERTISE IN THE  
FUSIBLE LINK 

 
Do you want your business to be known by over 125 professionals 
in the local Fire Protection industry?  Advertise in the Fusible Link.  
$100 per chapter fiscal year.  Contact Vicki Serafin for more info: 

Vicki.serafin@affiliated fm.com 


