
President’s Message…President’s Message…
Super storm Sandy caused cancellation of our November meeting and the continued storm related work by 
the NJ DFS keeps our speaker for our December meeting from attending. New Jersey Division of Fire 
Safety employees are still working double shifts in order to inspect homes that have no power. Once the 
home is approved power can be restored. 
I will be presenting an update to NFPA 72®: The National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code which will focus 
on the changes to the code for 2013. 
To date Sandy was the most severe and destructive storm to ever hit the Jersey Shore and left a record-high 
price tag: $29.4 billion in damages. The Christie administration has completed a preliminary analysis that 
puts the price of Sandy's destruction at the costly figure. The estimate will be further refined in the days 
ahead, officials say.
During Sandy’s height there were reported fire deaths as well as those caused by carbon monoxide 
poisoning! Improper use of candles, propane heaters and kitchen stoves were for the most part the causes. 
Sadly we generally concern ourselves during the day with fire and life safety in places where our work keeps 
the loss down but has little impact on the fires that cause the most civilian fire deaths.
Per NFPA in 2011, home structure fires caused 84% of the civilian fire deaths and 79% of the civilian fire 
injuries. Homes include one-and two-family homes, apartments, townhouses, row houses, and 
manufactured homes. In 2011, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated 1,389,500 fires. These fires 
caused 3,005 civilian deaths and 17,500 civilian injuries. In the same year, 61 firefighters were fatally injured 
while on duty.
Almost all U.S. homes have at least one smoke alarm, but 62% of home fire deaths resulted from fires in 
homes without working smoke alarms. People who are under the influence of alcohol, drugs or medications, 
have disabilities, or are very close to where the fire started, may not be able to act on a smoke alarm’s 
warning.
Sprinklers decrease the fire death rate per 1,000 reported home fires by 83% and the average loss per home 
fire by 71%. NFPA’s Fire Sprinkler Initiative: Bringing Safety Home is a nationwide effort to encourage the 
use of home fire sprinklers and the adoption of fire sprinkler requirements for new construction. See 
www.firesprinklerinitiative.org.
It is time we deal with life safety where it can do the most good, in the home. Do you all have working 
smoke detection? Either a monitored system or smoke alarms as well as functional CO detectors. Every 
five years I give everyone in my family combination CO and Smoke Alarms, just saying with Christmas 
coming.
I hope to see a good turnout Monday night; it has been two months since we last met at the Hanover 
Manor.

Yours in life safety,

Ed Armm, SET
President NJSFPE
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Inspectors Test - How to Complete per the USFA
The US Fire Administration has produced a 5-minute video on how to 
complete an inspectors test. Some of you may find this “alarming” as 
they do not require doing the test at the most remote branch line of 
the system. A link to the video is as follows:

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/coffee-break/podcast_021208/

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board Receives Award for 
Three Produced Fire and Explosion Videos

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board receives award for three produced fire and 
explosion videos. from the Television, Internet and Video Association of D.C. (TIVA) 
for safety videos produced in 2012. The three videos and links to view them are as 
follows:

n Hot Work: Hidden Hazards (Bronze Award) – Two contractors were performing 
welding atop a 10,000 gallon slurry tank at a DuPont chemical facility near 
Buffalo, New York, when hot sparks ignited flammable vapors inside the tank, 
causing an explosion that killed one of the men and seriously injured another.   
http://www.csb.gov/videoroom/detail.aspx?
vid=65&F=0&CID=1&pg=1&F_All=y

n Experimenting with Danger (Bronze Award) – A laboratory worker performing an 
experiment for an energetic materials project at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, 
Texas, was severely injured in an explosion.  The video highlights two other 
academic lab accidents, one at UCLA and the other at Dartmouth College.
http://www.csb.gov/videoroom/detail.aspx?
vid=61&F=0&CID=1&pg=1&F_All=y

n Iron in the Fire (Silver Award) – Three combustible dust flash fires over a six 
month period occurred at the Hoeganaes Corporation powdered-iron facility in 
Gallatin, Tennessee, 20 miles outside of Nashville, resulting in fatal injuries to five 
workers.  
http://www.csb.gov/videoroom/detail.aspx?vid=62&F=0&CID=1&pg=1&F_All=
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES:

RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING CORPORATE FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING SERVICES IN BOTH 
PROGRAMMATIC & TECHNICAL MATTERS.WORKS WITH CORPORATE & LINE MANAGEMENT IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT &/OR INTERPRETATION OF FIRE PROTECTION POLICY & STANDARDS AS APPLIED TO THE 
PROTECTION OF LIFE, PROPERTY LOSS PREVENTION, & THE INTERRUPTION OF BUSINESS 
OPERATIONS.WORKS CLOSELY WITH ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS BY PROVIDING FIRE PROTECTION 
ENGINEERING CONSULTATION FOR THE DESIGN OF NEW COMMERCIAL & POWER GENERATING FACILITIES 
& FOR FIRE PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS TO EXISTING FACILITIES.CONDUCTS RISK ASSESSMENTS TO 
EVALUATE THE POTENTIAL FOR LOSS OF LIFE & PROPERTY DAMAGE FROM THE THREAT OF FIRE & OTHER 
SIMILAR PERILS.RESPONSIBLE AS FIRE PROTECTION EXPERT IN MATTERS SUCH AS LIFE SAFETY, 
PROPERTY PROTECTION & INDUSTRIAL LOSS PREVENTION.HAS ROUTINE CONTACT WITH SENIOR LEVEL 
MANAGERS AT BOTH THE CORPORATE OFFICES & AT THE POWER PLANTS.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:

A B.S. IN FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING OR RELATED FIELD OF ENGINEERING FROM AN ACCREDITED 
UNIVERSITY.
10+ YEARS OF PROGRESSIVE EXPERIENCE IN FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING. MUST BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
ACCEPTANCE AS A MEMBER
GRADE IN THE SOCIETY OF FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERS.MULTI-TASK ORIENTED, EXCELLENT WRITTEN & 
ORAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS, & DEMONSTRATE EXCELLENT ANALYTICAL, CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING, 
CUSTOMER FOCUS, & LEADERSHIP SKILLS. PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING REGISTRATION BY EXAM IN FIRE 
PROTECTION IN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE IS REQUIRED. COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE & IN-DEPTH 
ABILITY TO USE FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING THEORY, PRINCIPLES, PRACTICES & STATE-OF-THE-ART 
TECHNOLOGY. EXPERT WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH FIRE SUPPRESSION & FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS 
& THE NECESSARY MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL INTERFACES BETWEEN THEM & OTHER BUILDING 
SYSTEMS.PROFICIENT IN FLUID HYDRAULIC THEORY TO EVALUATE & DESIGN WATER BASED FIRE 
SUPPRESSION & WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS.

TVA WIDE Salary Policy

HOW TO APPLY – Complete form TVA 9824.

Send Completed form along with your resume or Posting Date: 07/26/2012

list of qualifications to HR Transaction Processing at: Closing Date: 08/06/2012

hrtransaction2@tva.gov - (preferred method) Applications received after closing date are not entitled to

Signature not required if e-mailed consideration, but may be considered at the option of TVA

Or via interoffice mail to HRTP -LP 3A-C

JOB OPPORTUNITY
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Employment Opportunity

Property Insurer Process Industries 
Engineering Manager Opportunity 

Process Industries Engineering Manager opportunity 
working for the Global division of a property insurer. 
The position location is flexible and can be based in 
NYC, Hartford or Boston. Develop and maintain 
engineering procedures, guidelines and standards 
specific to the PI sector but also applicable to a broad 
base of account types. This position will hire in a field 
PI team. Excellent salary possibilities and about 30% 
overnight travel in the U.S. Property insurer 
experience is a must.

Pat Allen Associates has specialized in safety 
recruitment for thirty years. We keep a constantly 
changing nationwide list of safety, loss control, HPR, 
IH and construction job openings on our web site at 
http://www.patallen.com We also have an electronic 
profile at the site which enters directly into our 
database. Submit a profile and we will be able to keep 
you in mind.
Please click on our link above to view our current 
opportunities or simply forward this message on to an 
interested friend.

Dennis Allen (518) 312-3800 http://www.patallen.com
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Vicki Serafin
Affiliated FM
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C
3rd Floor
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196
Phone: (973) 541-6771
Fax: (973) 541-6909

MEETING NOTICE
Date: December 3,  2012

Place: Hanover Manor
16 Eagle Rock Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 07936

Price: $30.00

Dinner: 5:00-6:00 (Cash bar for mixed drinks)
Dinner at 6 PM

Topic: NFPA 72—Life Safety.  Ed Armm will review the changes to NFPA 72 based 
on a presentation by Lee Richardson which will be published in the December 
2012 issue of Fire Protection Engineering Emerging Trends

Speaker: Ed Armm—RJA Associates

Please note for this meeting:
All officers, directors and committee chairman are requested to attend a meeting at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Hanover Manor.

________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO “SFPE NJ CHAPTER” TO:  

Vicki Serafin
Affiliated FM
400 Interpace Parkway, Bldg C - 3rd Floor
Parsippany, NJ 07054-1196
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com

OR PAY AT THE DOOR

NAME: ________________________________________________________________

COMPANY:___________________________TELEPHONE:______________________
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2012-2013

Dec. 3 NFPA 72—Life Safety—Speaker: Ed Armm, RJA Associates

Jan. 7 NFPA 25 and 3rd Party Inspection, Testing and Maintenance—Speaker: Russ 
Fleming, President National Fire Sprinkler Association

Feb. 4
Designing of Foam systems and the challenges that go along with making these 
systems work—Speaker: Jim Schwander, Territory Manager Foam Systems - East 
and Central Regions USA, Tyco Fire Protection Products

March 4 NFPA speaker to review trends in fire loss statistics—Speaker: Marty Ahrens, Fire 
Analysis and Research Division: National Fire Protection Association

April Joint NY/NJ Seminar

May 6 Reliable Valve Trailer and NJFSAB Fire Sprinkler Burn Trailer—Speaker: Tom 
Fields

June 3 Chemical Safety Board speaker on Large Loss Causes and Lessons Learned
ANNUAL MEETING—Officer & Director Elections



2011-2012 Chapter 

Committees

STANDING COMMITTEES
Program
Ed Armm, Chairman
Consulting - Rich Reitberger

Paul McGrath
Arrangements
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson

Membership
Rich Reitberger, Chairman

Nominating
Dave Gluckman, Chairman
Glenn Dietz
Chuck Gandy

Scholarship Fund
Chuck Gandy, Chairman
Ed Armm
Mike Machette
Alternates:  Rich Reitberger, Jim Tolos

Auditing
Joe Janiga, Chairman

Archivist
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
Nicole Smith

Historian
Jim Tolos

Communications
Fusible Link—Brad Hart
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator
Mailing/Automation/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson
Webmaster—Todd Vazquez

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Bylaws
Jim Tolos, Chairman
Joe Janiga - Co-Chairman

Career Recruitment
Al Dopart, Chairman
Dave Gluckman
Glen Buser
Marios Michaelides 
Donna Spano 

Golf Outing
Richard Reitberger, Chairman
Joe Janiga

Awards
Rich Reitberger, Chairman

PE Examination
Joe Janiga
Mike Newman
Chuck Gandy

Chapter Seminar/Field Trip
Richard Reitberger, Chairman
Ed Armm , CoChairman
Dave Gluckman
Joe Janiga

Legislative
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
Jerry Naylis
Dave Kurasz

Finance
Rich Reitberger - Chairman
Bob Murray 
Glenn Buser

HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunications/index.html
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/index.cfm

ADVERTISE IN THE 
FUSIBLE LINK

Do you want your business to be known by over 125 professionals 
in the local Fire Protection industry?  Advertise in the Fusible Link.  
$100 per chapter fiscal year.  Contact Vicki Serafin for more info: 

Vicki.serafin@affiliated fm.com


