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President’s Message....

Chapter Members. First let me say Happy New Year to you

all. Let's hope the year 2021 is better than the one we are closing
out. With that said the Chapter Meeting and Holiday Party has
been cancelled for Monday January 11th, 2021 due to the
continued rising Covid-19 positive rate in Northern New

Jersey. We were hoping to pull it off but with the current state of
affairs and to remain cautious and careful the Board decided to
cancel the meeting and party.

Our scheduled February 1st, 2021 meeting is still a go although
it may be a virtual meeting and run as a webinar. More to come
later. Dues Notices for the 2021 Chapter year will be going out
next week. Check your emails.

Special thanks to all of you from the Chapter Officers and
Trustees for your continued support of the Chapter in 2020 and
we look forward to serving you all in 2021

Stay Safe, Healthy and Secure and Have a Happy and Joyful New
Year!

Rich Reitberger, FSFPE
Chapter President

Rich Reitberger, rsrre

Chapter President

www.twitter.com/newjerseysfpe
www.facebook.com/njsfpe
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Probe: Cascade of Factors in 2019 Fatal
MN High-Rise Blaze

An improper door seal, a lack of sprinklers and other factors con-
tributed to a blaze at the Cedar High Apartments that killed six

people and injured four, including a Minneapolis firefighter.
By: Liz Navratil

Source: Star Tribune

Nov 27th, 2020

Minneapolis firefighters leave the scene of a fatal fire at a high-rise apartment building in 2019.

One year ago, a fire broke out in Tyler Baron’s 14th-floor unit at the Cedar High
Apartments. If it had stayed there, everyone in the Minneapolis public housing high
-rise probably could have escaped with their lives.

Instead, an improper door seal, a lack of sprinklers and an antiquated stairwell de-
sign allowed flames and smoke to spread rapidly, killing Baron and four other resi-
dents, according to a yearlong investigation by the Minnesota Fire Marshal’s Office.
A sixth resident died months later of COVID-19, with smoke inhalation as a signifi-
cant factor.

About 200 people live inside the Cedar High Apartments, run by the Minneapolis
Public Housing Authority. Many of the residents are elderly or, like Stuart, have
disabilities.

Investigators don’t know exactly what started the fire in Baron’s bedroom, but they
think it could have been an electrical problem or an accident with a hookah, pipes
or lighters. But it happened in the early hours, while many in the building were
sleeping.
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“Had there been a sprinkler in the bedroom, that sprinkler head would have acti-
vated right away, put the fire out,” Smith said. “That’s why we always say the sprin-
klers would have been, primarily, the lifesaving thing.”

After the fire began, Baron left his apartment to get an extinguisher. The door lead-
ing from his apartment to the hallway should have automatically closed tightly be-
hind him, but a seal that had been placed at the bottom prevented that from hap-
pening, according to fire investigators.

The door was designed to contain the fire for about one hour.

“The occupant of that apartment could have gotten out. ... People would have evac-
uated and, with that door closed, we probably would not have seen the loss of life,”
Smith said.

Both he and Minneapolis fire officials say codes required the door to automatically
close.

It’s unclear who placed the seal on the door. The fire marshal’s office said it doesn’t
know. The Minneapolis Public Housing Authority won’t allow employees to do in-
terviews or answer written questions about the fire, citing the advice of legal coun-
sel.

As the fire grew, the window in Baron’s bedroom blew out. A strong wind rushed in,
propelling smoke through the open door and into the hallway.

The people on the 14th floor had “maybe a minute, if not two” to evacuate, Smith
said.

For more information on this fire incident click on the following Link
Probe: Cascade of Factors in 2019 Fatal MN High-Rise Blaze | Firehouse
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APRIL 12, 2018 | FEATURE ARTICLE

CAN YOUR CLADDING
TAKE THE HEAT?

Why fire-testing matters
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Builders' choice. Exteriors can be clad to look good on the outside, weather the ele-
ments or provide energy efficiency. But can they take the heat?
To improve fire prevention, FM Global outlines the strengths of a proposed fire testing
protocol in a new research technical report, Evaluation of the Fire Performance of Alumi-
num Composite Material (ACM) Assemblies Using ANSI/FM 4880. It complements the
recently released FM Global white paper, Grenfell: The Perfect Formula for Tragedy,
that explores the dangers of combustible cladding.
In that paper, Christopher Wieczorek, Ph.D., FM Global manager of international codes
and standards, explores deadly 2017 high-rise building fires, including those at the
Marco Polo Apartments in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, and the Torch Tower in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, as well as the Grenfell Tower fire in London, England. These fires result-
ed from a common formula: Highly Combustible Construction + Lack of Automatic Fire
Sprinklers = Tragic Catastrophic Loss.

Continued...
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Stoking the flames

Costly and sometimes fatal fires in some of the world's newest and tallest buildings have
recently been stoked by highly combustible exterior cladding chosen for aesthetics, en-
ergy efficiency, weather proofing and cost-effectiveness—not safety.

Some cladding combinations are not subjected to fire testing. Rather, they meet desktop
combustibility assessments that can fall short and lead to tragic results in an actual fire.
FM Global regularly conducts fire research and participates in global building-code im-
provement efforts. That's why FM Global proposes a better testing protocol that follows
in-depth examination of exterior wall systems made of metal composite materials
(MCMs) or ACMs using 16-foot-high (4.9 meter) parallel panels.

"While many fire engineering firms perform desktop assessments in good faith," ex-
plains Louis Gritzo, Ph.D., vice president, manager of research at FM Global, "current
practices and regulations introduce the possibility that substandard, dangerous assem-
blies will slip through the cracks."

"We can't afford to take this risk as buildings burn and lives are lost, even in the devel-
oped world," Gritzo explains. "We believe the protocol in ANSI/FM 4880 is a key to the
solution."

Additional Resources

Evaluation of the Fire Performance of Aluminum Composite Material (ACM) Assemblies
Using ANSI/FM 4880
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Code Books

Ernesto Vega-Janica, representing IEEE. has generously made their excess in-

ventory of NFPA Standards and IEEE Engineering Guides available to our mem-

bership.

We are making them available on a first come first serve basis, they are availa-

ble to New Jersey municipal fire officials and fire sub code officials.

To obtain a title, contact Paul McGrath at paul@cityfire.com or 973-560-1600
ext. 204. Items may be picked up at The Store at City Fire, 733 Ridgedale Ave-
nue, East Hanover, NJ 07936.

Book Inventory

As Of December 8, 2020

Book Code Doc No Title Format | In Stock
NFPA703 10-Mar NFPA 70 - Natl Elec Code (NEC), 2005 Ed Q
a
NFPA70b 705808 NFPA 70SB08 - Natl Elec Code Soft & Hard Set, 2008 SC 17
NFPATOC 70 NFPA 70 - Natl Elec Code (NEC), 2008 Ed SC 29
NFPA70d 70HBO8 / 70HCDO8 |NFPA 70HB0O8/70HCDOS - Natl Elec Code HB, 2008 HC 21
0
NFPA7Oe 70HB11 NFPA 70HB11 - Natl Elec Code (NESC) HB, 2011 H 131
NFPATOF 70 NFPA 70 - Natl Elec Code (NEC), 2011 Ed SC 282
a
NFPA70g 70€ NFPA 70E - Std for Elec Safety in Workplace, 2015 SC 0
NFPA70h 70EHB15 NFPA 70EHB15 - NFPA 70E: Std for Elect HC 85
NFPAZ0I NFPA 70E: Standard for Electrical Safety in the Workplace and Handbook {Set), 2015 Edition H Q
a
NFPA70] 3 NFPA 70E - Std for Elec Safety in Workplace, 2009 SC 2
0
NFPAT2a 72 NFPA 72 - Natl Fire Alarm & Signaling Code, 2016 SC 0
NFPA72b 72HB16 NFPA 72HB16 - Natl Fire Alarm & Signaling HB, 2016 HC 51
0
0
|EEE SFPE Eng Guide for Assessing Flame Radiatn H 4
|EEE SFPE Eng Guide for Eval of Model DETACT-QS H 12
|EEE SFPE Eng Guide for Piloted Ignition H 18
|EEE SFPE Eng Guide for Pred Room of Origin Fire H Q
IEEE SFPE Eng Guide for Predicting Skin Burns H 10
IEEE SFPE Eng Guide for Substantiation of Fire H 1
Q
0
SFPE - SFPE Std on Cald Methods to Predict Thermal H 5
a
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ATTENTION SPECIFIERS!

LEARN AND EARN
(CEU credits, that is!)

With UNITED Fire Systems Training Courses

NICET Recognized
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Three (3) Different Courses:

* Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - Causes, Consequences, and Counter-
measures

* Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - Important Guidelines
» Advanced Technology Smoke Detection

UNITED Fire Systems is pleased to offer FREE webinars to the engineering community to help you understand the most important
topics in fire protection today. Learn about the latest information on sprinkler pipe corrosion, the newest advancements in smoke
detection, and the most important things to know about preaction fire sprinkler systems.

AlA CES Approved Provider of Continuing Education

NICET Recognized Training Provider

UNITED Fire Systems is an Approved Provider of continuing education credits by the American Institute of Architects (AIA). If you
are an AIA member, you will earn one (1) Learning Unit for each webinar you attend. Not an AIA member? We will still send you a
certificate for 0.1 CEUs for each course! We are also recognized by NICET as a training provider! Earn Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) points to help you keep your NICET certification. .

Why UNITED Fire Systems?

Of all the training providers out there, we represent the most advanced combination of expertise in fire sprinkler, fire detection, and
corrosion prevention technology. No one else puts it all together as we do.

Course: Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion -

Causes, Consequences, and Countermeasures

An in-depth look into the reasons and results of corrosion in sprinkler piping. The course begins with learning about the different
types of corrosion that can happen to sprinkler piping. From this, the course explores what happens to sprinkler piping due to corro-
sion. The course ends with presenting effective prevention strategies. Learning objectives:

1. Comprehend the fundamentals of steel corrosion.
2. Identify causes and types of corrosion within sprinkler piping.
3. Understand consequences of corrosion within sprinkler piping.

4. Offer countermeasures to prevent corrosion within sprinkler piping.

Course: Advanced Technology Smoke Dectection

An in-depth look into the advancement of smoke detection technology. After reviewing the history of smoke detectors, the course
describes various principles of advanced smoke detection, followed by examples. Learning objectives:

1. Understand how far smoke detection has come.
2. Know the difference between different smoke detection principles.
3. Discern which smoke detection technology is the best solution.

4. Understand other environmental hazards that can be detected in specific buildings.

Course: Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems -

Important Guidelines

An in-depth look into preaction sprinklers. This course covers regulation on preaction fire sprinkler systems. This includes guidelines
for the control panel, detector regulations, and other rules to follow when using preaction sprinklers. Learning objectives:

1. Understand rules for use of preaction sprinkler systems.
2. Comprehend proper fire detector spacing for preaction sprinkler systems.

3. Present various advanced fire detection options.

4. Learn about sprinkler corrosion and countermeasures.
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Contact UNITED Fire Systems today

Email us for more details or to schedule your course session!

Check out our full line of:

* PREACTION-PAC™ preaction and dry-pipe assembled system cabinets
* NITROGEN-PAC™ sprinkler corrosion inhibiting systems and accessories
* STANDPIPE-PAC™ dry standpipe supervisory systems

* SPRINKLER ACCESSORIES, including air vents for wet-pipe systems, nitrogen/air maintenance device, and riser-mount air com-
pressors

Go to www.unitedfiresystems.com
or call (908) 688-0300 ext. 291 for pricing.

UNITED Fire Systems
Division of United Fire Protection Corporation
1 Mark Road
Kenilworth, NJ 07033 USA
908-688-0300 ext. 291
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2020-2021

Most meetings are held at the Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Ave., East Hanover, NJ.
Social hour starts at 5:00PM, Dinner meeting starts at 6:00PM.

2020-2021 SFPE Program

Presenter
Schedule
CANCELLED: Eearningfrom :
I % Cl ) Jerey Navhs January 11,2021
SFPE Tall Buildings Guide TBD February 1, 2021
Amber Bodner
Sprinkler Freeze Protection March 1, 2021
Johnson Controls
Spring Technical Seminar April 2021
United Fire Protection Tour May 3, 2021
SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters
June 7, 2021
Foundation Golf Outing
Annual Meeting/
TBD June 14, 2021
Lithium Ion Batteries




Fusible Link Page 11

Looking for HPR Experienced Engineers!
R

L ; Risk Logic Inc.

Risk Logic Inc. is an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company that has been performing
HPR (Highly Protected Risk) inspections for 23 years all over the world. We are actively looking to expand
our network of engineers helping us to inspect large commercial property facilities.

The good stuff:
No corporate BS — Use your skills to conduct surveys, write reports, and get paid
Work when you want, where you want
Perfect for recent qualified Retirees
Opportunities for domestic and international travel, including:
Hawaii
The Caribbean
South Africa
Europe
Florida
California
The qualifications:
Knowledge of FM Global and NFPA Standards
PE license a plus
The details:
Paid on a per-job basis
We pay you the day you submit your report. Our competitors do not!
Travel required
Determine adequacy of A.S. systems and water supplies for manufacturing and storage occupancies
Analysis of natural hazard exposures
Develop recommendations for improvement
Expertise in NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs
Strong technical writing skills
Self-motivated person who can work from home

To apply, please email your Resume and experience in Specialty Occupancies to efitzgerald@risklogic.com

Advertising in the Fusible Link

It is a new advertising year and we invite you to participate with a spot in our Chapter news-
letter the Fusible Link. We have a few options to get your name out to the full membership
and also to be a part of our website, Just click on the convenient link below to register
now. Thanks in advance for your consideration to advertise with us today. We appreciate
your support of the Chapter.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egtv146yab39552f
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NJ-NY Metro
FOUNDATION

Donate today and help a Fire Protection Engineering student

reach their goal of becoming an FPE. Your donation is also
tax deductible. www.njsfpe.org/scholarship_fund_donations

9 OLIVER »,

HR! PROTECTION & SECURITY

Allison Calder 24 Cokesbury Road, Suile #9
Project Manager Letanon, NJ 08833
acada@olverfps.com Cel: 201-874-2585

SIEMENS
Siemans Incustry, Inc,
Building Technologies Division
18 Bobolink Lare
Levittown, NY 11756
Paul Sanfilippo Mobila +1 516 8400461
Territory Sales Manager Efex  +7 866 572-5993
Metro paul sanfilippo@semens com
Control Products & Systams usa siemens comindustry
James Doole Viking Corporation
Business Dweloovzent 210 N, Industrial Park Drive

Hastings, M| 45058

jdooleygvikingeorp.com Office-  (BDO) 968-9501
e vikinggroupine.com Cell: (215) 280-4764

Paul McGrath
‘ " Presient
o 400072
CITY FIRE
1| EQUIPMENT co., INC.

i 0
733 Rdgecae Mo, v
ERs1 Hanover, Nl 07238

Prong: (9731 5801600 axt. 204 NCET #120045
Fa (573) 7611000 « Call {973) 4766132 e okt i s
paukGitylire.com Lavsl ®

SLICER & ASSOCIATES
Fire Protection and Loss
Prevention Consulting
J. Sargent “Sarge™ Slicer, FSFPE
P.O. Box 1647 Office 508-2435-3074

West Chatham MA 02660-1647  Mobile 9734930369
VM & Fax 866-393-6172
Member - SFPE & NFPA sargeshicer@ gmail com

UNITEDD

FINE TREIEETIN CONPGAATION
YOUR CORROSION YOUR PREACTION
PREVENTION SOURCE SPRINKLER SOURCE

UNITED FIRE PROTECTION CORPORATION
1 Mark Road, Kenllworth, NI Q7053
Jason Singh — Corrosion Specialist

Phone: 908-688-03500 %291
Coll: 908.887 0374
jsingh@ufpco.com

Sam Schwander

Technical Services Manager

ssthwander@reliablesprinkler com T:800.557.2726
1470 Smith Grove Rood, Liberly, SC 29657 D: 8648435218
www.reliablesprinkler.com F:864.843.3073

E; New Sersoy Flrv Sprinkdar
Sin i It A — ™

DAVID KURASZ
Executive INreotor
127 Route 200, Salte 11, Hamilton, NJ 08610
Phone: BG6-226 60040
Fuxy 606585 3238
Emsil: Kurssp@ntsa org




STANDING COMMITTEES

Program / Arrangements - Vicki Serafin / Rich Reitberger

Membership - Rich Reitberger

Nominating - Mike Newman / Dave Gluckman

Auditing - Evan Fitzgerald / Vanessa Gallagher

Archivist / Historian - Vicki Serafin / Marvin Maradiaga

Communications:

Fusible Link — Brad Hart / Lindsey Taylor / Paul McGrath
Electronic Correspondence - Vicki Serafin
Website - Paul McGrath / Lindsey Taylor

Bylaws - Joe Janiga / Rich Reitberger

Career Recruitment - Donna Spano

Legislative — Jerry Naylis / Mike Wilson

Chapter Seminar - Jim Loftus

SFPE International Liaison - Glenn Buser

P ol A\
New Jersey

2020-2021 Chapter
Committees

HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/

AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/

ANSI http://web.ansi.org/

ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/

Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/

Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/

CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/

Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml

FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/

FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm

FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/

FSSA http://www.fssa.net/

Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklir Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC BId. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html

AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/

International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/

International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/

news/

nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf

The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/

Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/

hazardcommunications/index.html
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm

Fire Prevention Week Grant Program - Paul McGrath / Dave Gluckman
Chapter Excellence Awards & Chapter Awards - Rich Reitberger / Vicki Serafin

NJ/NY Chapters Education Foundation - Rich Reitberger / Mike Newman




