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President’s Message….
The 9th Annual NJSFPE-AFAANJ Spring Symposium and Trade Show was held on 
Thursday, April 19th and was a great success.  Over 30 vendors and over 90 attendees 
benefitted from a day of learning and networking.  In the morning we learned of 
impending changes to NFPA 92 in the proposed 2019 Edition by speaker Merton 
Bunker.  Rich Silvia followed with an explanation of the new Carbon Monoxide Alarm 
requirements under the NJ Building and Fire Codes, including a retrofit requirement.

Kathie Conlon with the St. Barnabas Burn Center spoke to devastating trauma that fire 
victims and first responders go through because of fire.  

After a buffet lunch, we broke into two groups lead by Andy Lynch of Fire Solution 
Group speaking to the unique characteristics of Self Expanding Fire Fighting Foam 
Systems.  In the second room, Ray Reilly with Honeywell Fire Systems spoke about 
Low Frequency Notification.

Closing out the day, Sharron Halpert of Halpert Life Safety Consulting shared some 
Fire Stopping basics on what to look for on your construction sites to ensure the 
integrity of fire rated assemblies.  Frank Savino with United Fire Protection spoke 
about the latest technology integrating nitrogen generators into sprinkler design to 
reduce or eliminate the corrosive effects of oxidation on fire sprinkler piping.

I would like to thank Jim Loftus and his committee for organizing and running the 
symposium and trade show. 

Join us at our May monthly chapter meeting next Monday, May 7th, Tracey Bellamy 
with Telgian Corporation will be presenting ‘Fire Pump Arc Flash’.  An important 
safety message for all of us who interact with fire pumps and controllers.

Paul
Chapter President
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Students Attend April AFAA/NJSFPE Joint Seminar 
Three Lincoln Tech students a�ended the 
April AFAA/NJSFPE joint seminar.  The 
three students are enrolled in Lincoln 
Tech’s Electrical and Electronics training 
programs which are designed to 
prepare students for the installa�on and 
service of residen�al, commercial, and 
industrial electronic systems. The 
Electronic Systems Technician 
training focuses on cri�cal low-voltage 
technology systems found in security and 
fire alarm systems.  The Union NJ campus 
also has a “Smart House” where 
Electrical and Electronic Systems 
Technician (EEST) students train on low-
voltage systems and equipment.  A 
number of Lincoln's graduates have 
found jobs with area fire alarm 
contractors.  The three students said the 
seminar subjects and speakers were 
"awesome".
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SFPE & AFFA NJ Chapters 9th Annual Spring Symposium & Trade 
Show held on April 19, 2018 

The above symposium was a great success, we had far more trade show vendors than ever 
before at 54 as well as a high turnout of a�endees at 95. Special thanks for the huge amount 
of �me and effort that Jim Lo�us and Rich Reitberger put into organizing the symposium!

There were many educa�onal presenta�ons and detailed handouts from those presenta�ons.  
It is impossible to fully summarize the content of all of this valuable informa�on but we 
thought it might be worthwhile to show a couple of screen prints of the content from some of 
them below:

Proposed Changes to NFPA 72 - 2019 Edi�on

Self Expanding Foam Systems
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Sleeping Area Audible Occupant No�fica�on Requirements

Internal Corrosion of Sprinkler Pipe: Causes, Consequences, & Countermeasures
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2017-2018

May 7 Fire Pump Arc Flash—Tracey Bellamy, Telgian
June 4 NJ-NY Metro Education Golf Outing 

June 18
Dave Barber, Principal Engr, Arup—Topic: “Tall 
Wood Buildings”. Annual Chapter meeting and 
election of officers.



HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG h�p://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA Na�onal h�p://www.afaa.org/
AFSA h�p://www.firesprinkler.org/
ANSI h�p://web.ansi.org/
ASHRAE h�p://www.ashrae.org/
Campus-Firewatch h�p://www.campus-firewatch.com/
Coffee Break Training h�p://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC h�p://www.cpsc.gov/
CSAA h�p://www.csaaul.org/
Municipal Codes (E Codes) h�p://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY h�p://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FM Global h�p://www.fmglobal.com/
FSDANY h�p://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm
FSI h�p://www.firesprinklerini�a�ve.org/
FSSA h�p://www.fssa.net/
Fire Tech Produc�ons—Nicet Training (FTP) h�p://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklr Coali�on h�p://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety h�p://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html
AFAA-NJ h�p://www.afaanj.org/
Interna�onal Code Council - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/
Interna�onal Code Council Residen�al Sprinkler Exam - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_Residen�alSprinklerExam.pdf
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - h�p://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - h�p://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunica�ons/index.html
Na�onal of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - h�p://www.nafed.org/index.cfm

2017- 2018 Chapter

Committees
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Arrangements
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson

Membership
Paul McGrath, Chairman

Nomina�ng
Marvin Maradiaga
Jim Burge

Audi�ng
Vanessa Gallagher, Chairman
Rich Reitberger

Archivist/Historian
Jim Tolos, Vicki & Nicole

Speakers Gi�s
Rich Reitberger
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Fusible Link—Brad Hart
bradhart07438@yahoo.com
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator

Communica�ons-Other
Paul McGrath
Mike Newman

Mailing/Automa�on/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES
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Ed Armm—Chairman
Dave Kurasz—Sprinkler Speakers Coordinator
Jim Lo�us—Alarm Speakers Coordinator
Paul McGrath—Vendor Coordinator

Bylaws
Jim Tolos, Chairman
Joe Janiga
John Antola

Career Recruitment
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Donna Spano
Marios Michaelides

Chapter Excellence Awards
Ernesto Vega-Janica
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Legisla�ve
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
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Dave Kurasz

Finance
Rich Reitberger - Chairman
Vanessa Gallagher
C. Patel


