
Fusible Link  Page 1 Follow us on Twi�er at www.twi�er.com/njsfpe
And on Facebook at www.facebook.com/njsfpe

FUSIBLE LINK

Editor Fusible Link
Brad Hart &
Ana Crisostomo
Tel.: 207-319-7754
bradhart07438@yahoo.com

Chapter Officers

President 

Paul McGrath (City Fire) 

paul@cityfire.com 

Vice President 

Chris Vitale (FM Global) 

christopher.vitale@fmglobal.com 

Secretary 

Joe Janiga (FM Global) 

Joseph.janiga@fmglobal.com 

Treasurer 

Marios Michaelides (Lockton) 

mmichaelides@lockton.com 

Immediate Past President 

Rich Reitberger (Axis) 

richreit522@gmail.com 

Trustees: 

Jim Loftus (Siemens) 

James.loftus@siemens.com 

Marvin Maradiaga (FM Global) 

marvin.maradiaga@fmglobal.com 

Ernesto Vega-Janica, IEEE  

evj2@hotmail.com 

Glenn Buser (Lockton) 

gbuser@lockton.com 

Dave Gluckman (Willis) 
david.gluckman@willistowerswatson.com 

Special Executive Assistant to The Board 

Vicki Serafin  

Affiliated FM Insurance 

300 Kimball Drive – Suite 200 

Parsippany, NJ  07054 

vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 

973-541-6771 

http://www.njsfpe.org/ 
www.twitter.com/newjerseysfpe 

www.facebook.com/njsfpe

MAY 2019 

President’s Message…. 

The 2019 NJSFPE-AFAANJ Technical Symposium was a tremendous 
success.  We had over 100 attendees along with over 30 sponsors/
exhibitioners covering a broad range of fire protection topics and 
equipment.  Our guest speakers covered topics from the challenges of “in 
building emergency responder radio coverage” and Active Shooter Incidents 
to fire protection on construction sites and in Cannabis growing & 
processing facilities. We all learned methods to meet these challenges. 

I want all members to take the time to thank Jim Loftus for substantially 
planning and executing this premiere fire protection education event for 
NJSFPE and AFAANJ.  Jim has been quietly and deliberately working hard 
to make this event meaningful and successful for both of our organizations. 

Mark your calendars, on Monday, May 6th, Dave Newhouse with Gentex 
will make a presentation on the recent changes to the UL 268 Smoke 
Detector Standard.  

Also, the James Goerl Memorial Golf outing will be held on Monday, June 
3rd at the New York Country Club.  Go to the NJSFPE.org website to 
register. 

Paul 
Chapter President 
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Month after ITC explosion at Deer Park 
plant, fire investigators enter tank farm

Nearly a month after a chemical holding plant caught fire and exploded, fire 
investigators on Tuesday entered the tank farm at the charred Deer Park plant 
for the first time as they sought answers into how and where the blaze started. 

Remediation done in the last week at Intercontinental Terminals Co. put 
investigators in a better position to enter the farm, said Rachel Moreno, a 
spokeswoman for the Harris County Fire Marshal's office. The farm held 15 
tanks, many containing components to make gasoline. 

The fire that erupted March 17 sent a plume of dark smoke into the skies over 
Houston, raising concerns about air and water quality in the area. No serious 
injuries were reported. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is assisting in the 
investigation. Moreno had said the federal agency could provide electrical and 
fire-science engineers. The U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation 
Board and the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration are also 
on site conducting their own investigations. 

Fire investigators wearing HAZMAT suits and air-purifying respirators entered 
the site four times and completed the initial scene investigation, which included 
taking photos and video, Moreno said. As of Tuesday afternoon, they had not 
determined the origin or cause of the fire and it was unclear what would come 
next or whether future entries were planned. Officials had suspended cleanup 
efforts, but they were expected to resume after the fire marshals left the site. 

Authorities said in a press conference Tuesday that they had secured 11 tanks 
and the tank farm itself, which lowers the risk for re-ignition and escaping 

vapors. The next phase includes de-gassing each tank to remove residual 
vapors so crews can wash each tank. 

Material recovered from the water and tank farm is being stored in other farms 
in the terminal, and the company will work with government agencies to 
determine a "proper way forward," said Brent Weber, ITC's incident 
commander. 

Nearly 120,000 barrels of oily water mix have been removed from the 
waterways, nearly twice as much as was reported last week. And as of 7 a.m. 
Tuesday, close to 172,000 barrels of product mixed with water and firefighting 
foam had been removed from the tank farms, officials said. 

Air monitoring continues, but so far readings have not warranted notification to 
local governments, state and federal officials said. Past readings showed spikes 
in benzene, which prompted a shelter-in-place warning in the Deer Park area. 

Authorities also said that nearly four dozen animals have died since the 
incident, including five red-eared slider turtles, six opossum, 15 birds and 21 
fish. None are on an endangered species list, said Adam Adams with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Out of 21 birds recovered, 11 are ready to be released and six died during 
rehabilitation, Adams said. 

In the meantime, the Houston Ship Channel, which was temporarily closed to 
regular traffic for more than a week, is operating at near-capacity, said Kevin 
Oditt, sector commander for the U.S. Coast Guard. 

A containment wall breached at the charred tank farm last month and released 
an unknown amount of chemicals and firefighting foam into the waterway, 
prompting daylight restrictions on ship channel traffic. Those restrictions were 
lifted Friday, Oditt said. 

None of last week's inbound ships required decontamination. Tugs and barges 
are operating at 65 percent to 75 percent capacity. 

The leading edges of the affected area in the ship channel are Peggy Lake to 
the east and Sam Houston Parkway to the west. There were 117 skimmers and 
48 vacuum trucks on the channel working cleanup operations as of Tuesday. 

Officials also confirmed that storms this past weekend had not adversely 
affected cleanup efforts. "The storm helped to flush the drainage pathways and 
any product into our recovery locations," Adams said. 

Authorities continue to say they have no timeline for how long cleanup 
operations will take. 

"It's day by day," Adams said. "We'll know when we get there." 

Perla Trevizo covers environmental affairs for The Chronicle. She can be 
reached at perla.trevizo@chron.com

SFPE Education Foundation Annual Golf Outing June 3
All, Our annual Scholarship Golf Outing is fast approaching !! The outing will be held at the same place as last 
year, the New York Country Club.  See attached flyers for both golfers and sponsors.  The event is Monday June 3, 
2019.  We need sponsors so feel free to pass the flyers around to companies and vendors you think would love to 
participate and support the foundation.

As always the proceeds from the Outing benefits Foundation scholarships and programs and is a great way to 
support our cause and have fun at the same time.  We are a 501c3 organization so sponsorships are tax 
deductible!

Don't delay, organize and submit your foursome today!

Thanks for all your support over the years and lets have a great outing again this year.

Rich Reitberger
President
SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters Education Foundation
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https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg3k0bgha2dcb138&oseq=&c=&ch=
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https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg3jyqqo12349f68&oseq=&c=&ch=
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In accordance with the Incorporated Bylaws of the New Jersey Chapter, SFPE the following is the proposed slate of Officers and 
Trustees including terms of service beginning August 1, 2019 for Officers and July 1, 2019 for Trustees. The election is scheduled to 
be conducted at the Chapter’s annual business meeting to be held on Monday, June 10, 2019 at the Hanover Manor, East Hanover, 
NJ.

OFFICERS
President, Paul McGrath

Vice President, Rich Reitberger
Secretary, Joe Janiga

Treasurer, Marios Michaelides

TRUSTEES
Jim Loftus (1st year of 3 year term)

Marvin Maradiaga (2nd year of 2 year term)
Ernesto Vega-Janica (2nd year of 3 year term)

Dave Gluckman (1st year of 3 year term)
Glenn Buser (2nd year of 2 year term)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Rich Reitberger

Jim Burge

The Chapter encourages volunteers to serve in leadership roles on the Board or on Committees. Any member who desires to run for 
Chapter Office or serve on a Committee is encouraged to do so by contacting Rich Reitberger at richreit522@gmail.com at least 4 
weeks before our business meeting.

Regards,

Rich Reitberger
Nominations Chair
NJSFPE

SFPE New Jersey Chapter
Nomination of Officers and Trustees

2019-2020 Term

Statement from the US Chemical Safety 
Board on Recent Tank Fires in Deer Park, TX

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board will investigate the recent fire at the Intercontinental Terminals 
Company (ITC) site in Deer Park, TX. CSB investigators will start interviews next week and plan to be 
on site for several days to document the scene and collect evidence. The massive fire, which began 
on March 17th, engulfed 11 above ground storage tanks containing a variety of hydrocarbons, 
resulting in multiple orders for community members to Shelter in Place.
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Property Loss Control Engineer 

Sompo International Holdings Ltd. (Sompo International) is a specialty provider of property and casualty insurance and 

reinsurance, established in March 2017 as the result of the acquisition of Endurance Specialty Holdings Ltd. by Sompo 

Holdings Ltd. (Sompo).  

Sompo's core business encompasses one of the largest property and casualty insurance groups in the Japanese domestic 

market. In addition, Sompo is engaged in the provision of insurance services as well as other related services through its global 

network of businesses operating in 32 countries around the world.  

Sompo International is the international operation and a wholly owned subsidiary of Sompo, which trades on the Tokyo Stock 

Exchange. Through our operating subsidiaries, Sompo International underwrites agriculture, professional lines, property, marine 

and energy, and casualty and other specialty lines of insurance and catastrophe, property, casualty, professional lines, weather 

risk and specialty lines of reinsurance.  

As a leading global provider of insurance and reinsurance, we recognize that our success is derived directly from those who 

matter most: our people. Sompo International's headquarters is in Bermuda and we currently have offices in the United States, 

the United Kingdom, Continental Europe, and Asia. At Sompo International, a shared commitment to integrity, teamwork, agility, 

execution, and excellence define our culture, and we strive to create exceptional value for our clients and shareholders and 

maintain Sompo International as a desirable place to work.  

We are seeking a HPR Property Loss Control Consultant for our Global Risk Solutions team. Global Risk Solutions offers 

comprehensive loss control services targeted at select industry verticals. Servicing middle market and large accounts domiciled 

in the U.S., we work through a network of retail brokers who share our commitment to long-term partnerships built on white 

glove service. This position will have the opportunity to work remotely.  

The Loss Control Consultant will provide risk improvement consultation services for highly valued large and middle market 

commercial customers; providing added value for our clients. The focus of this position is to evaluate property risks, conduct on-

site visits of existing and prospective clients and aid the underwriters in the selection and pricing of an account. The Loss 

Control Consultant will also be responsible to track trends at an account and book level and communicate effectively with our 

clients and brokers. Candidate must have proficiency in property, specifically HPR property loss control skills.  

Duties and Responsibilities:

Prioritization and evaluation of new and renewal work volumes to meet the goals of the department; . Possess a comprehensive 

understanding of the following areas: property and HPR (Highly Protected Risk) loss control exposures and risk control 

techniques.; .  

 Ability to create client facing reports and/or loss control surveys; .  

 Conduct loss control surveys at client locations to determine potential hazards and risk factors to be considered in 
underwriting/risk selection;  

 Analyze loss or exposure trends, recognize opportunities to provide risk control products and/or services which can help 
reduce losses.  

 Attend client/broker meetings, lunches, dinners and other social outings as applicable; .  

 Expand existing relationships and new prospective clients; .  

 Ensures compliance with all regulations and keeps abreast of any changes to laws and regulations which pertain to loss 
control;  

 Explore and develop new technologies for delivering loss control services;  

 Designs, develops, organizes and conducts training and staff development programs for internal and external customers; 
and .  

 Responsibilities also include the production of thought leadership articles or creation of LC library resources; and 
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Fire Protection Engineer position opening at 
Brookhaven National Laboratory
A new Fire Protection Engineer position (Job ID 1523) has opened at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory.  Brookhaven National Laboratory is a multipurpose research institution funded 
primarily by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Science. Located on the center of 
Long Island, New York, Brookhaven Lab brings world-class facilities and expertise to the 
most exciting and important questions in basic and applied science—from the birth of our 
universe to the sustainable energy technology of tomorrow. We operate cutting-edge large-
scale facilities for studies in physics, chemistry, biology, medicine, applied science, and a 
wide range of advanced technologies. The Laboratory's almost 3,000 scientists, engineers, 
and support staff are joined each year by more than 4,000 visiting researchers from around 
the world.

The following link details a much more comprehensive description of the job position  and 
the ability to apply for it on-line:

https://jobs.bnl.gov/job/upton/fire-protection-engineer/3437/9960701

If you should have  further questions  please contact:

Michael Kretschmann PE NYSCEO
Brookhaven National Laboratory
Fire Protection Engineering Manager
Lead Fire Protection Engineer
Building 902, Rm U29
P.O. Box 5000, Upton, NY 11973
(631) 344-5274
kretschmann@bnl.gov]

Qualifications:  

 A minimum of ten (10) years of experience in Property & HPR Loss Control within P&C insurance and/or private in-
dustry/government with at least (5) years in a Global Risk Management/technically complex environment.  

 Established relationships with retail producers.  

 Ability to plan strategically and prioritize workload to meet production and management objectives.  

 Ability to be a team player.  

 Ability to travel up to 35% of time. Travel will include driving, air travel, and overnight trips.  

Sompo International offers a competitive compensation and benefits package commensurate with experience.  

Send your resume to vsordillo@sompo-intl.com Victor Sordillo, SVP Global Risk Services Victor J Sordillo PE, CSP, MBA 

Senior Vice President Global Director of Risk Control Services 600 Campus Drive Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 Tel. # 

1-908-376-2499 Mobile 1-908-251-0761 Email: vsordillo@sompo-intl.com 



Fusible Link  Page 11 

Employment Position Available

Property Loss Prevention Engineer

Risk Logic Inc., an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company, is looking 
for a Property Loss Prevention Engineer. This is a contract position.

Required education, work experience, and skills:
Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering from an accredited college / university.
P.E. license a plus.
At least 5 years’ experience in Highly Protected Risk (HPR) type property loss 

prevention.

Responsibilities of this job:
Determine adequacy of automatic fire protection systems and water supplies for wide 

range of manufacturing and storage occupancies.
Analysis of natural hazard exposures and existing protection against.
Develop recommendations for improvement as needed using applicable standards.
Expertise in calculating NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs.
Excellent understanding of nationally recognized standards.
Strong technical writing skills.
Self-motivated person who can work efficiently from a home office.
Understanding of Microsoft Windows, Word, and Excel.
Communicate daily via email and telephone.
Adequate interpersonal skills to communicate effectively with various clients.
Travel required for on-site surveys.

Salary & Benefits:
This is a work-from-home contract position paid on a per-job basis.

If interested, please submit resume to jdurante@risklogic.com. Only qualified applicants 
meeting the above requirements should apply.

About Risk Logic Incorporated
RLI is a property loss prevention engineering company that provides comprehensive 
unbundled engineering services for insurance brokers, insurance carriers and directly with 
clients. Our services are performed globally. RLI has been in business for over 20 years. 
Visit www.risklogic.com for more information.
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2018-2019

Date Program Presenter

May 6 UL 268 Smoke Detector Standard Dave Newhouse, Gentex

June 3
NJ-NY Metro Educa�on Founda�on’s 

Scholarship golf ou�ng

June 10 Fire Pump Alignment Inspec�ons TBD



HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG h�p://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA Na�onal h�p://www.afaa.org/
AFSA h�p://www.firesprinkler.org/
ANSI h�p://web.ansi.org/
ASHRAE h�p://www.ashrae.org/
Campus-Firewatch h�p://www.campus-firewatch.com/
Coffee Break Training h�p://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC h�p://www.cpsc.gov/
CSAA h�p://www.csaaul.org/
Municipal Codes (E Codes) h�p://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY h�p://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FM Global h�p://www.fmglobal.com/
FSDANY h�p://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm
FSI h�p://www.firesprinklerini�a�ve.org/
FSSA h�p://www.fssa.net/
Fire Tech Produc�ons—Nicet Training (FTP) h�p://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklr Coali�on h�p://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety h�p://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html
AFAA-NJ h�p://www.afaanj.org/
Interna�onal Code Council - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/
Interna�onal Code Council Residen�al Sprinkler Exam - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_Residen�alSprinklerExam.pdf
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - h�p://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - h�p://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunica�ons/index.html
Na�onal of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - h�p://www.nafed.org/index.cfm
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Rich Reitberger
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Fusible Link—Brad Hart
bradhart07438@yahoo.com
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator

Communica�ons-Other
Paul McGrath
Mike Newman
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Webmaster—Mike Newman & Paul McGrath
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Paul McGrath—Vendor Coordinator
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Joe Janiga
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Tim Costello, Chairman
Donna Spano
Marios Michaelides

Chapter Excellence Awards
Ernesto Vega-Janica

PE Examina�on
Donna Spano
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Richard Reitberger, Chairman
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Dave Gluckman
Nathan Gorey

Legisla�ve
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
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Dave Kurasz

Finance
Rich Reitberger - Chairman
Vanessa Gallagher
C. Patel


