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May 2021 

President’s Message…. 

Spring has sprung !!  Our next Chapter meeting will be 
out of  the house and in person (following all Covid 19 
precautions of  course) and will be held at the worldwide 
HQ of  United Fire Protection in beautiful Kenilworth, 
NJ.  You should have received a flyer from Vicki and 
details are contained in this issue of  the Fusible 
Link.  Frank Savino, President of  United, will be giving 
briefings and demonstrations of  the latest fire detection 
equipment technologies and applications and also 
provide some historical information on how 
fire detection has evolved.  Refreshments and buffet 
dinner will also be provided.  Come on out and 
reconnect with your peers and colleagues and learn some 
great information that applies to your profession. 

 

See you there. 

 

 

Rich Reitberger, FSFPE 
Chapter President 
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NJ-SFPE Virtual Chapter Meeting 4-5-21 

The virtual meeting was held on Monday, April 5, 2021. President Rich Reitberger made the call to order 

at noon.  There were about 21 in attendance for the Microsoft Teams meeting facilitated by Evan Fitzger-

ald. 

 

Wayne Aho presented on the subject of Lithium-Ion battery energy storage systems (BESS) and the fact 

that the batteries have found their way into a number of applications, beyond the already growing solar, 

wind and grid balancing, but also as a reserve power supply for facilities with critical operations. The use 

of Lithium-Ion battery energy storage systems is expected to grow exponentially in the next 3-5 years as 

it is an efficient and reliable approach. However, they do present unique fire hazards and challenges as 

they can escalate into thermal runaway without being detected by standard fire detectors. Learn about 

fire and life safety challenges and solutions, and the latest innovations to protect Lithium-Ion battery en-

ergy storage systems facilities.  Wayne also followed up with the info below. 

 
Wayne Aho 
SIEMENS Industry, Inc. 
Sr. Product Manager - Fire Detection Products 
Smart Infastructure Division 

8 Fernwood Road 
Florham Park, NJ 07932, USA 

  

Phone: +1-973-295-8416  |  Email:  wayne.aho_jr@siemens.com 

  
The link to our global site is  https://new.siemens.com/global/en/products/buildings/fire-safety/
applications/li-ion-battery-storage-system.html 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00PM. Thanks to Wayne for an informative talk. 

Rich R for Joe J. 

mailto:wayne.aho_jr@siemens.com
https://new.siemens.com/global/en/products/buildings/fire-safety/applications/li-ion-battery-storage-system.html
https://new.siemens.com/global/en/products/buildings/fire-safety/applications/li-ion-battery-storage-system.html
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The Passing of one of our members,  

Dennis DeCarlo, an owners of  

Metro Fire and Communications in Bloomfield  

Dennis DeCarlo’s recent passing was a surprise to many in our industry. His pas-
sion for the Fire and Life safety business was reflected through his countless 
years of volunteerism on the executive board of the Automatic Fire alarm Associa-
tion of New Jersey. As treasurer through 2016, Dennis projected our state associ-
ation with the title of Member association of the year in 2007 and once again in 
2016. Dennis’s friendship and guidance will not be forgotten. 

 

For more information go to the link below: 

 

In Memory | AFAANJ 

https://afaanj.org/in-memory/
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May Chapter Meeting to be held at United Fire Protection, Kenilworth, NJ.  

Innovations in Fire Detection and Loudspeaker Technology  

Presented 

by 

Frank Savino 

President, United Fire Protection Corp. 

Topics presented:  

• Revolutionary Self testing smoke detector 

• Multi-Criteria fire detectors that use multiple sensor technologies in one detector; their benefits, 

and where to use them                              

• High sensitivity smoke detection and where to use it 

• The new industry leading mass notification and fire alarm loudspeaker that provides amazing voice 

intelligibility 

 

We will be demonstrating the world’s first approved self-testing smoke detector. 

We will be doing a live smoke discharge demonstration where attendees will see the relative responsiveness of 

the various smoke detection technologies. 

We will be doing a live demonstration of the innovative high intelligibility loudspeaker by Hyperspike where 

you will hear this amazing technology for yourself. 

We will have technical experts from Xtalis (VESDA), Honeywell Fire (Notifier), Hyperspike (loudspeakers) 

and United Fire Systems to answer your questions about all of their innovative fire system technologies. 

When 

Monday, May 3rd 2021 

-Beer/Wine Social 5:00-5:30 

-Buffet Dinner 5:30-6:00 

-Program start 6:00 

 

Where 

United Fire Protection Corp. 

1 Mark Road  

Kenilworth, NJ, O7033 

 

 

*Covid friendly precautions will be observed 
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SFPE New Jersey Chapter, Inc. 

Nomination of Officers and Trustees  
 2020-2021 Term 

 
 
In accordance with the Incorporated Bylaws of the SFPE New Jersey Chapter, Inc. the following is the pro-
posed slate of Officers and Trustees including terms of service beginning August 1, 2021 for Officers and 
July 1, 2021 for Trustees. The election is scheduled to be conducted at the Chapter’s annual business meeting 
to be held on Monday, June 14th, 2021. 
 

OFFICERS 
President, Rich Reitberger 

Vice President, Paul McGrath 
Secretary, Joe Janiga 

Treasurer, Marios Michaelides 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jim Loftus     (Three Year Term – July 1, 2019 – June 31, 2022) 

Marvin Maradiaga     (Three Year Term – July 1, 2020 – June 31, 2023) 

Ernesto Vega-Janica    (Three Year Term – July 1, 2021 – June 31, 2024) 

Evan Fitzgerald    (Three Year Term – July 1, 2019 – June 31, 2022)  

Glenn Buser     (Three Year Term – July 1, 2020 – June 31, 2023) 

 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Dave Gluckman 
Mike Newman 

 
The Chapter encourages volunteers to serve in leadership roles on the Board or on Committees. Any member 
who desires to run for Chapter Office or serve on a Committee is encouraged to do so by contacting the Sec-
retary Joe Janiga at jwjaniga@gmail.com at least 4 weeks before our business meeting in June. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Rich Reitberger 
President, NJSFPE 
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Renesas semiconductor fab catches fire, impacting chip production 
March 22, 2021   

By Sebastian Moss 

A fire broke out at a Renesas Electronics Corporation semiconductor factory on March 19, 2021. 

The fire, which started in the clean room, was extinguished 

after 5 1/2 hours. There were no casualties, and no damage 

to the building frame. 

300mm wafer production at the N3 Building has been halt-

ed. 

Making the global semiconductor shortage even worse 

 

– Renesas Semiconductor 

The fire broke out on the first floor of the N3 Naka Factory, in Hitachinaka, Ibaraki Prefecture at 2:47 am lo-

cal time. It was extinguished at 8:12 am. 

An issue with plating equipment was to blame - casing of the equipment and the plating tank have a rela-

tively low resistance to heat, and the equipment ignited due to overcurrent. Why the overcurrent happened 

is yet to be determined. 

Some utility equipment was damaged, including the pure water supply and the air conditioning. About two 

percent of the fab's manufacturing equipment was damaged. The area burned totaled 600 sq m (6,460 sq 

ft), around 5 percent of the entire clean room. 

"We would like to give our sincerest apologies to neighboring residents, customers, partner companies, rel-

evant authorities and all those involved for the trouble," the company said. 

The fire - which comes just weeks after an OVH data center burned down - is expected to exacerbate an 

already difficult global semiconductor shortage. 

About two-thirds of the affected production were automotive chips. Car companies previously idled plants 

due to limited chip supplies, reducing the output of vehicles. 

The damage is expected to halt production for at least a month, but some of the lost production is expected 

to be taken up by other fabs due to Renesas' diversification efforts following the 2011 Tohoku earthquake 

and tsunami. In addition to the cost of replacing equipment, the company expects to lose 17 billion yen 

($156m) a month due to the reduced production. 

300mm wafer production was also impacted this year when Texas storms and power cuts forced Samsung 

to shut its plant. 

Yet another semiconductor plant fire adds to the chaos in the  

worldwide chip supply chain 

https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/profile/sebastian-moss/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/ovh-fire-ovhcloud-abandons-efforts-restart-sbg1-strasbourg/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/samsung-foundrys-s2-fab-texas-shutdown-thought-impact-1-2-percent-global-300mm-chip-supply/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/samsung-foundrys-s2-fab-texas-shutdown-thought-impact-1-2-percent-global-300mm-chip-supply/
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 IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN TO CONSIDER GETTING YOUR PE 

see below exam preparation course information  

https://sfpe.connectedcommunity.org/events-education/peexamreview
https://www.pathlms.com/sfpe/courses/30019
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Ernesto Vega-Janica, representing IEEE. has generously made their excess in-

ventory of NFPA Standards and IEEE Engineering Guides available to our mem-

bership. 

We are making them available on a first come first serve basis, they are availa-

ble to New Jersey municipal fire officials and fire sub code officials. 

To obtain a title, contact Paul McGrath at paul@cityfire.com or 973-560-1600 

ext. 204.  Items may be picked up at The Store at City Fire, 733 Ridgedale Ave-

nue, East Hanover, NJ 07936. 

Code Books 

Book Inventory  

As Of December 8, 2020 

mailto:paul@cityfire.com
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Three (3) Different Courses: 

• Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - Causes, Consequences, and Counter-
measures 

• Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - Important Guidelines 

• Advanced Technology Smoke Detection 

  

  

UNITED Fire Systems is pleased to offer FREE webinars to the engineering community to help you understand the most important 
topics in fire protection today. Learn about the latest information on sprinkler pipe corrosion, the newest advancements in smoke 

detection, and the most important things to know about preaction fire sprinkler systems. 

  

AIA CES Approved Provider of Continuing Education 

NICET Recognized Training Provider 

UNITED Fire Systems is an Approved Provider of continuing education credits by the American Institute of Architects (AIA). If you 
are an AIA member, you will earn one (1) Learning Unit for each webinar you attend. Not an AIA member? We will still send you a 
certificate for 0.1 CEUs for each course! We are also recognized by NICET as a training provider! Earn Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) points to help you keep your NICET certification.  . 

  

Why UNITED Fire Systems? 

Of all the training providers out there, we represent the most advanced combination of expertise in fire sprinkler, fire detection, and 
corrosion prevention technology. No one else puts it all together as we do. 

  

  

Course: Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - 

Causes, Consequences, and Countermeasures 

An in-depth look into the reasons and results of corrosion in sprinkler piping. The course begins with learning about the different 
types of corrosion that can happen to sprinkler piping. From this, the course explores what happens to sprinkler piping due to corro-

sion. The course ends with presenting effective prevention strategies. Learning objectives: 

1. Comprehend the fundamentals of steel corrosion. 

2. Identify causes and types of corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

3. Understand consequences of corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

4. Offer countermeasures to prevent corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

  

Course: Advanced Technology Smoke Dectection 

An in-depth look into the advancement of smoke detection technology.  After reviewing the history of smoke detectors, the course 
describes various principles of advanced smoke detection, followed by examples. Learning objectives: 

1. Understand how far smoke detection has come. 

2. Know the difference between different smoke detection principles. 

3. Discern which smoke detection technology is the best solution. 

4. Understand other environmental hazards that can be detected in specific buildings. 

  

Course: Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - 

Important Guidelines 

An in-depth look into preaction sprinklers. This course covers regulation on preaction fire sprinkler systems. This includes guidelines 
for the control panel, detector regulations, and other rules to follow when using preaction sprinklers. Learning objectives: 

1. Understand rules for use of preaction sprinkler systems. 

2. Comprehend proper fire detector spacing for preaction sprinkler systems. 

3. Present various advanced fire detection options. 

4. Learn about sprinkler corrosion and countermeasures. 
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Contact UNITED Fire Systems today  

 

Email us for more details or to schedule your course session!  

Check out our full line of: 

 

• PREACTION-PAC™ preaction and dry-pipe assembled system cabinets  

• NITROGEN-PAC™ sprinkler corrosion inhibiting systems and accessories  

• STANDPIPE-PAC™ dry standpipe supervisory systems  

• SPRINKLER ACCESSORIES, including air vents for wet-pipe systems, nitrogen/air maintenance device, and riser-mount air com-
pressors  

 

Go to www.unitedfiresystems.com  

or call (908) 688-0300 ext. 291 for pricing.  

UNITED Fire Systems  

Division of United Fire Protection Corporation 

1 Mark Road 

Kenilworth, NJ 07033 USA 

908-688-0300 ext. 291 

mailto:jsingh@ufpco.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mX9XD1BNrsBZT44UPXKtEhpd6VqwBEVYksSQ1JJpBb14OYldcrXCPb46pcbfIA1x8InwSNO_fdPMyI5JSSToH0iHNa470U__R2QYPOL8rI3V29iNIGsPq31WJWKebhHBVfEHysNnGaPdBidGQeJrwEywYELKPUoV&c=eyoz5LUSYAOUs485fn6WjbCF8RAYm6DDR3osoGHEyfSfao0-2ClN3g==&ch=VeY9P
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2020-2021 SFPE Program 

Schedule 
Presenter Date 

United Fire Protection Tour 

(see flyer  in this edition for meeting details ) 
 May 3, 2021 

SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters  

Foundation Golf Outing 

(see enclosed registration flyers ) 

 June 7, 2021 

Annual Meeting/ 

Lithium Ion Batteries 

(tentative more details to follow) 

TBD June 14, 2021 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2020-2021 

Prior to the Covid19 pandemic, in person  meetings were held at the Hanover Manor, 16 

Eagle Rock Avenue, East Hanover, NJ with social hour starting at 5 pm and dinner at 6 pm. 

Until the pandemic is better controlled and it is safe to go back to our normal operating 

meetings, the Chapter will hold virtual video calls.  These calls will primarily focus on our 

technical presentations  
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Looking for HPR Experienced Engineers!   

 
 

Risk Logic Inc. is an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company that has been performing 
HPR (Highly Protected Risk) inspections for 23 years all over the world. We are actively looking to expand 

our network of engineers helping us to inspect large commercial property facilities.  
 
The good stuff: 

No corporate BS – Use your skills to conduct surveys, write reports, and get paid 
Work when you want, where you want 
Perfect for recent qualified Retirees 
Opportunities for domestic and international travel, including: 

Hawaii 
The Caribbean 
South Africa 
Europe 
Florida 
California  

The qualifications: 
Knowledge of FM Global and NFPA Standards 
PE license a plus 

The details: 
Paid on a per-job basis 
We pay you the day you submit your report.  Our competitors do not! 
Travel required  
Determine adequacy of A.S. systems and water supplies for manufacturing and storage occupancies 
Analysis of natural hazard exposures  
Develop recommendations for improvement  
Expertise in NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs 
Strong technical writing skills 
Self-motivated person who can work from home 

 
To apply, please email your Resume and experience in Specialty Occupancies to efitzgerald@risklogic.com  
 

 

Advertising in the Fusible Link 
It is a new advertising year and we invite you to participate with a spot in our Chapter news-
letter the Fusible Link.  We have a few options to get your name out to the full membership 

and also to be a part of our website,  Just click on the convenient link below to register 
now.  Thanks in advance for your consideration to advertise with us today.  We appreciate 

your support of the Chapter. 

 

NJ Chapter SFPE Fusible Link Advertisement 2021 (constantcontact.com) 

mailto:efitzgerald@risklogic.com
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehi6riezd61cec77&oseq=&c=&ch=
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HELPFUL LINKS 

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/ 
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/
news/ 
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/ 
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm 

2020-2021 Chapter 

Committees 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Program / Arrangements – Vicki Serafin / Rich Reitberger 

Membership – Rich Reitberger 

Nominating –  Mike Newman / Dave Gluckman 

Auditing – Evan Fitzgerald / Vanessa Gallagher 

Archivist / Historian – Vicki Serafin / Marvin Maradiaga 

Communications: 

              Fusible Link – Brad Hart / Lindsey Taylor / Paul McGrath 

              Electronic Correspondence – Vicki Serafin 

              Website – Paul McGrath / Lindsey Taylor 

Bylaws – Joe Janiga / Rich Reitberger 

Career Recruitment – Donna Spano 

Legislative –  Jerry Naylis / Mike Wilson 

Chapter Seminar – Jim Loftus 

SFPE International Liaison – Glenn Buser 

Fire Prevention Week Grant Program – Paul McGrath / Dave Gluckman 

Chapter Excellence Awards & Chapter Awards –  Rich Reitberger / Vicki Serafin 

NJ / NY Chapters Education Foundation – Rich Reitberger / Mike Newman 

 


