
Fusible Link        Page 1 

 

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/njsfpe 
And on Facebook at www.facebook.com/njsfpe 

FUSIBLE LINK 

Editor Fusible Link 
Brad Hart & 
Lindsey Taylor 
Tel.: 207-389-4674  
bradhart07438@yahoo.com 

Chapter Officers 

President 

Rich Reitberger (Axis) 

richreit522@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Paul McGrath (City Fire)   

paul@cityfire.com 

 

Secretary 

Joe Janiga  

jwjaniga@gmail.com  

Treasurer 

Marios Michaelides (Lockton) 

mmichaelides@lockton.com 

Immediate Past President 

Paul McGrath (City Fire)   

paul@cityfire.com 

 

Trustees: 

Jim Loftus (Siemens) 

James.loftus@siemens.com 

Marvin Maradiaga (FM Global) 

marvin.maradiaga@fmglobal.com 

Ernesto Vega-Janica, IEEE  

evj2@hotmail.com 

Glenn Buser (Lockton) 

gbuser@lockton.com 

Evan Fitzgerald   

efitzgerald@risklogic.com 

 

 

Special Executive Assistant to The Board 

Vicki Serafin  

Affiliated FM Insurance 

300 Kimball Drive – Suite 200 

Parsippany, NJ  07054 

vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 

973-541-6771 

 

http://www.njsfpe.org/ 
www.twitter.com/newjerseysfpe 

www.facebook.com/njsfpe 

 
June 2021 

President’s Message…. 

Our in person Chapter meeting in May at United Fire Protection 
in Kenilworth was a great success.  The catered food was 
fantastic and the hospitality by Frank Savino and his crew 
including his smoke alarm system presentation and detector 
demonstration were both informative and fascinating.  Special 
thanks to Frank for hosting the meeting and event.  

 

June 7th is the NJ NY Metro Chapters Education Foundation 
annual Scholarship Golf  Outing.  Registration and Sponsorship 
Forms are provided in this issue of  the Fusible Link.  Plenty of  
room for both players and sponsors, so if  you haven't done so 
already register today. 

 

Our June Chapter meeting will be held at the Hanover 
Manor.  The presentation portion will be a continued 
discussion on Lithium Ion Batteries and the protection 
challenges they present. 

Watch your email for further details as we get closer to the date. 

 

June will be a busy Chapter month.  Hope to see you all at the 
events. 
Rich Reitberger, FSFPE 
Chapter President 
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NJSFPE May 3, 2021 Chapter Meeting Minutes 

The Chapter held its May meeting on the site of United Fire Systems' headquarters in Kenilworth, NJ. Fol-

lowing a social hour, President Rich Reitberger convened the meeting at 6:00PM. There were 25 in 

attendance.  

Rich noted the passing of our longtime member Dennis DeCarlo for whom we held a moment of silence.  

He announced that the Foundation golf outing is scheduled for June 7 at the NY Country Club in New 

Hempstead, NY. Also that our annual meeting with election of officers and Trustees will be held on June 

14 at our usual venue, the Hanover Manor. With the pandemic declining and COVID19 vaccinations avail-

able to everyone we hope to see many of you at these events. 

Next Frank Savino, with several of the individual manufacturer's reps present, talked with us about seven 

new innovations in detection and loudspeaker technology.  He began with a short discussion about 

smoke detector operation and the metric %obscuration/ft. Then he presented; Multi-Criteria Spot Fire 

Detection, VIEW Very Intelligent Early Warning, Advanced VESDA, VESDA for dirty environments, OASID 

Open Area Smoke Imaging Detection, and HYPERSPIKE Advanced Intelligibility Notification & Voice Mes-

saging. 

Following the presentation Frank gave us a tour of United's site with two demonstrations included. While 

we were at one end of their 220ft long warehouse building they made several announcements with a sin-

gle HyperSpike from the opposite end of the building. The audio clarity and understandability of the mes-

sages to our naked ears were amazing. Next we witnessed a demonstration of the performance of sever-

al of the above mentioned detectors to a smoke generator (and in the one case smoke and heat) in Unit-

ed's two story high gymnasium. Frank and Joe were pointing out the quantity of smoke which would acti-

vate each detector helping us recognize the visual differences in magnitudes. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15PM. 

Thanks to Frank and Joe Savino, their staff and vendors for a very useful and interesting presentation. 
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Tank Explosions at Midland Resource Recovery 
 

Executive Summary: 

 

 On May 24, 2017, an explosion occurred at the Midland Resource Recovery (MRR) facility in 
Philippi, West Virginia, killing two workers and severely injuring another worker. The founder 
and president of MRR was one of the victims. The CSB initiated an investigation of the inci-
dent and deployed an investigative team on May 28, 2017. While the CSB was investigating 
this incident, the MRR facility experienced a second explosion, on June 20, 2017. This explo-
sion fatally injured a contractor  employed by Specialized Professional Services, Inc. (SPSI). 
MRR had hired SPSI to perform investigation and mitigation work at its Philippi facility fol-
lowing the May 24, 2017, explosion. The CSB determined that the probable cause of these in-
cidents was reactive, unstable chemicals that exploded when workers tried to drain the unchar-
acterized, chemically treated liquid from natural gas odorizer equipment. The CSB investiga-
tion found that MRR lacked an effective safety management system to identify and control 
hazards from reactive chemicals. Among other things, MRR had no formal hazard identifica-
tion process in place to analyze or characterize what chemicals were inside the odorizer ves-
sels—and in what quantity—before decommissioning and chemically treating this equipment 
with sodium hypochlorite. The company also lacked effective safeguards to prevent unex-
pected or uncontrolled chemical reactions. Following these catastrophic incidents, MRR asserts 
that it has stopped using reactive chemicals, including sodium hypochlorite, and the company 
now uses a proprietary process to remove the mercaptan smell from decommissioned odoriza-
tion equipment. Based on the findings from this incident, the CSB reiterates recommendations 
to the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA). 

 Key Lessons 

 The CSB provides the following key lessons for companies that deal with reactive chemistry: 

 

 1. Companies need a robust safety management system in place to prevent reactive chemical 
incidents. If a process has the potential for uncontrolled chemical reactions to occur, the com-
pany should conduct a formal evaluation of the reactive chemistry, perform a hazard analysis, 
and ensure that sufficient safeguards are in place to prevent reactive chemical incidents. 

 

 2. Companies should have a thorough and complete understanding of their reactive chemistry 
under design conditions and under all foreseeable abnormal conditions. For example, compa-
nies should avoid treating uncharacterized waste materials with sodium hypochlorite because 
of the potential explosive hazards associated with its complex reactive chemistry. 

 

For the complete report on this loss go to: 

 

Midland Resource Recovery Explosion | CSB 

https://www.csb.gov/midland-resource-recovery-explosion-/
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Effect of Beamed, Sloped, and Sloped 
Beamed Ceilings on the Activation Time of a  

Residential Sprinkler 
Published 

December 1, 2003 
 

Author(s):  
R Vettori  
Abstract 

 
A series of 72 experiments was conducted to compare the effects of beamed, 
sloped, and sloped beamed ceilings on the activation times of a quick response 
residential pendent sprinkler. Six different geometries were studied. The geome-
tries included a smooth horizontal ceiling, a horizontal beamed ceiling, a smooth 
ceiling with a slope of 13 , a beamed ceiling with a slope of 13 , a smooth ceiling 
with a slope of 24 , and a beamed ceiling with a slope of 24 . For each configura-
tion, the fire source, a computer controlled methane gas burner, was placed in 
three different locations. Additionally, for each burner location, the flow of methane 
gas to the burner was supplied in such a way as to give two different fire growth 
rates. For each ceiling configuration and fire growth rate two experiments were 
performed. Measurements taken include the time to sprinkler activation, tempera-
ture and velocity of the ceiling jet at the sprinkler of activation, and temperatures at 
various other locations and elevations within the fire compartment. Additionally, all 
geometries were modeled using the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) computational fluid dynamics fire model Fire Dynamics Simulator (FDS) to 
compare predicted results with the test data obtained. It was found in a majority of 
cases that simply sloping the ceiling to an angle of 13 or 24 decreased the activa-
tion time of the sprinkler when compared to a smooth horizontal ceiling. However 
adding beams to the ceiling caused an increase in sprinkler activation time in all 
but three cases. For the Fire Dynamics Simulator model, the best prediction was 
the beamed ceiling sloped at 24 where model predictions were within an average 
of 4 % of measured times. The worst case for model prediction was the smooth 
ceiling sloped at 13 ; in these cases Fire Dynamics Simulator predicted activation 
times within an average of 26 % of measured times. 
 

Citation 
NIST Interagency/Internal Report (NISTIR) - 

NIST Pub Series 
NIST Interagency/Internal Report (NISTIR) 

Pub Type 
NIST Pubs 

Download Paper 
ABSTRACT (nist.gov) 

https://www.nist.gov/nist-pub-series/nist-interagencyinternal-report-nistir
https://tsapps.nist.gov/publication/get_pdf.cfm?pub_id=861284
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https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eht4h38m593154f3&oseq=&c=&ch=
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SFPE New Jersey Chapter, Inc. 

Nomination of Officers and Trustees  
 2020-2021 Term 

 
 
In accordance with the Incorporated Bylaws of the SFPE New Jersey Chapter, Inc. the following is the pro-
posed slate of Officers and Trustees including terms of service beginning August 1, 2021 for Officers and 
July 1, 2021 for Trustees. The election is scheduled to be conducted at the Chapter’s annual business meeting 
to be held on Monday, June 14th, 2021. 
 

OFFICERS 
President, Rich Reitberger 

Vice President, Paul McGrath 
Secretary, Joe Janiga 

Treasurer, Marios Michaelides 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jim Loftus     (Three Year Term – July 1, 2019 – June 31, 2022) 

Marvin Maradiaga     (Three Year Term – July 1, 2020 – June 31, 2023) 

Ernesto Vega-Janica    (Three Year Term – July 1, 2021 – June 31, 2024) 

Evan Fitzgerald    (Three Year Term – July 1, 2019 – June 31, 2022)  

Glenn Buser     (Three Year Term – July 1, 2020 – June 31, 2023) 

 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Dave Gluckman 
Mike Newman 

 
The Chapter encourages volunteers to serve in leadership roles on the Board or on Committees. Any member 
who desires to run for Chapter Office or serve on a Committee is encouraged to do so by contacting the Sec-
retary Joe Janiga at jwjaniga@gmail.com at least 4 weeks before our business meeting in June. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Rich Reitberger 
President, NJSFPE 
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 IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN TO CONSIDER GETTING YOUR PE 

see below exam preparation course information  

https://sfpe.connectedcommunity.org/events-education/peexamreview
https://www.pathlms.com/sfpe/courses/30019
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Ernesto Vega-Janica, representing IEEE. has generously made their excess in-

ventory of NFPA Standards and IEEE Engineering Guides available to our mem-

bership. 

We are making them available on a first come first serve basis, they are availa-

ble to New Jersey municipal fire officials and fire sub code officials. 

To obtain a title, contact Paul McGrath at paul@cityfire.com or 973-560-1600 

ext. 204.  Items may be picked up at The Store at City Fire, 733 Ridgedale Ave-

nue, East Hanover, NJ 07936. 

Code Books 

Book Inventory  

As Of December 8, 2020 

mailto:paul@cityfire.com
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Three (3) Different Courses: 

• Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - Causes, Consequences, and Counter-
measures 

• Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - Important Guidelines 

• Advanced Technology Smoke Detection 

  

  

UNITED Fire Systems is pleased to offer FREE webinars to the engineering community to help you understand the most important 
topics in fire protection today. Learn about the latest information on sprinkler pipe corrosion, the newest advancements in smoke 

detection, and the most important things to know about preaction fire sprinkler systems. 

  

AIA CES Approved Provider of Continuing Education 

NICET Recognized Training Provider 

UNITED Fire Systems is an Approved Provider of continuing education credits by the American Institute of Architects (AIA). If you 
are an AIA member, you will earn one (1) Learning Unit for each webinar you attend. Not an AIA member? We will still send you a 
certificate for 0.1 CEUs for each course! We are also recognized by NICET as a training provider! Earn Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) points to help you keep your NICET certification.  . 

  

Why UNITED Fire Systems? 

Of all the training providers out there, we represent the most advanced combination of expertise in fire sprinkler, fire detection, and 
corrosion prevention technology. No one else puts it all together as we do. 

  

  

Course: Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - 

Causes, Consequences, and Countermeasures 

An in-depth look into the reasons and results of corrosion in sprinkler piping. The course begins with learning about the different 
types of corrosion that can happen to sprinkler piping. From this, the course explores what happens to sprinkler piping due to corro-

sion. The course ends with presenting effective prevention strategies. Learning objectives: 

1. Comprehend the fundamentals of steel corrosion. 

2. Identify causes and types of corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

3. Understand consequences of corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

4. Offer countermeasures to prevent corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

  

Course: Advanced Technology Smoke Dectection 

An in-depth look into the advancement of smoke detection technology.  After reviewing the history of smoke detectors, the course 
describes various principles of advanced smoke detection, followed by examples. Learning objectives: 

1. Understand how far smoke detection has come. 

2. Know the difference between different smoke detection principles. 

3. Discern which smoke detection technology is the best solution. 

4. Understand other environmental hazards that can be detected in specific buildings. 

  

Course: Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - 

Important Guidelines 

An in-depth look into preaction sprinklers. This course covers regulation on preaction fire sprinkler systems. This includes guidelines 
for the control panel, detector regulations, and other rules to follow when using preaction sprinklers. Learning objectives: 

1. Understand rules for use of preaction sprinkler systems. 

2. Comprehend proper fire detector spacing for preaction sprinkler systems. 

3. Present various advanced fire detection options. 

4. Learn about sprinkler corrosion and countermeasures. 
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Contact UNITED Fire Systems today  

 

Email us for more details or to schedule your course session!  

Check out our full line of: 

 

• PREACTION-PAC™ preaction and dry-pipe assembled system cabinets  

• NITROGEN-PAC™ sprinkler corrosion inhibiting systems and accessories  

• STANDPIPE-PAC™ dry standpipe supervisory systems  

• SPRINKLER ACCESSORIES, including air vents for wet-pipe systems, nitrogen/air maintenance device, and riser-mount air com-
pressors  

 

Go to www.unitedfiresystems.com  

or call (908) 688-0300 ext. 291 for pricing.  

UNITED Fire Systems  

Division of United Fire Protection Corporation 

1 Mark Road 

Kenilworth, NJ 07033 USA 

908-688-0300 ext. 291 

mailto:jsingh@ufpco.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mX9XD1BNrsBZT44UPXKtEhpd6VqwBEVYksSQ1JJpBb14OYldcrXCPb46pcbfIA1x8InwSNO_fdPMyI5JSSToH0iHNa470U__R2QYPOL8rI3V29iNIGsPq31WJWKebhHBVfEHysNnGaPdBidGQeJrwEywYELKPUoV&c=eyoz5LUSYAOUs485fn6WjbCF8RAYm6DDR3osoGHEyfSfao0-2ClN3g==&ch=VeY9P
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2020-2021 SFPE Program 

Schedule 
Presenter Date 

SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters  

Foundation Golf Outing 

(see enclosed registration flyers ) 

 June 7, 2021 

Annual Meeting/ 

Lithium Ion Batteries 

(tentative more details to follow) 

TBD June 14, 2021 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2020-2021 

Prior to the Covid19 pandemic, in person  meetings were held at the Hanover Manor, 16 

Eagle Rock Avenue, East Hanover, NJ with social hour starting at 5 pm and dinner at 6 pm. 

Until the pandemic is better controlled and it is safe to go back to our normal operating 

meetings, the Chapter will hold virtual video calls.  These calls will primarily focus on our 

technical presentations  
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Looking for HPR Experienced Engineers!   

 
 

Risk Logic Inc. is an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company that has been performing 
HPR (Highly Protected Risk) inspections for 23 years all over the world. We are actively looking to expand 

our network of engineers helping us to inspect large commercial property facilities.  
 
The good stuff: 

No corporate BS – Use your skills to conduct surveys, write reports, and get paid 
Work when you want, where you want 
Perfect for recent qualified Retirees 
Opportunities for domestic and international travel, including: 

Hawaii 
The Caribbean 
South Africa 
Europe 
Florida 
California  

The qualifications: 
Knowledge of FM Global and NFPA Standards 
PE license a plus 

The details: 
Paid on a per-job basis 
We pay you the day you submit your report.  Our competitors do not! 
Travel required  
Determine adequacy of A.S. systems and water supplies for manufacturing and storage occupancies 
Analysis of natural hazard exposures  
Develop recommendations for improvement  
Expertise in NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs 
Strong technical writing skills 
Self-motivated person who can work from home 

 
To apply, please email your Resume and experience in Specialty Occupancies to efitzgerald@risklogic.com  
 

 

Advertising in the Fusible Link 
It is a new advertising year and we invite you to participate with a spot in our Chapter news-
letter the Fusible Link.  We have a few options to get your name out to the full membership 

and also to be a part of our website,  Just click on the convenient link below to register 
now.  Thanks in advance for your consideration to advertise with us today.  We appreciate 

your support of the Chapter. 

 

NJ Chapter SFPE Fusible Link Advertisement 2021 (constantcontact.com) 

mailto:efitzgerald@risklogic.com
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehi6riezd61cec77&oseq=&c=&ch=
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HELPFUL LINKS 

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/ 
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/
news/ 
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/ 
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm 

2020-2021 Chapter 

Committees 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Program / Arrangements – Vicki Serafin / Rich Reitberger 

Membership – Rich Reitberger 

Nominating –  Mike Newman / Dave Gluckman 

Auditing – Evan Fitzgerald / Vanessa Gallagher 

Archivist / Historian – Vicki Serafin / Marvin Maradiaga 

Communications: 

              Fusible Link – Brad Hart / Lindsey Taylor / Paul McGrath 

              Electronic Correspondence – Vicki Serafin 

              Website – Paul McGrath / Lindsey Taylor 

Bylaws – Joe Janiga / Rich Reitberger 

Career Recruitment – Donna Spano 

Legislative –  Jerry Naylis / Mike Wilson 

Chapter Seminar – Jim Loftus 

SFPE International Liaison – Glenn Buser 

Fire Prevention Week Grant Program – Paul McGrath / Dave Gluckman 

Chapter Excellence Awards & Chapter Awards –  Rich Reitberger / Vicki Serafin 

NJ / NY Chapters Education Foundation – Rich Reitberger / Mike Newman 

 


