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SEPTEMBER 2018

President’s Message….

On August 8th the NJSFPE Board of Directors met for the annual chapter-planning 
meeting. Our goal is for our members to have an informative and enjoyable experience at 
our chapter’s events.  We have laid out a great year of chapter meetings, a field trip and 
annual spring technical seminar.

We will begin the year with a visit from Richard Mikutsky, the new Fire Marshal from the 
State of New Jersey at the September 10th chapter meeting.  

On October 18th we plan a bus trip to the Cooper Wheelock manufacturing facility in Long 
Branch, NJ follow by a visit the National Guard Museum in Sea Girt where SDI will make a 
presentation.  

November 5th, Tim Costello with WJE will present ‘The Fundamentals of Fire Resistance’.

Our Fire Prevention Week Grant Program has received unprecedented response this year 
with 34 applications. Contingent on NJ-NY Metro Education Foundation matching our 
grants, we will increase the number of grants from 4 to 8 for this year only.  We will 
announce the winners at the September 10th chapter meeting.

The SFPE International Annual Conference & Expo is being held in Nashville, Tennessee 
October 28-30th.  A number of board members are attending this annual event that is 
frequently cited as the top source of the latest technical information on fire protection 
engineering issues and emerging trends, case studies, research, and codes and standards. 
With more than 425 leading professionals from around the globe participating in this 
annual event, it offers unparalleled opportunities for networking with peers and exploring 
new products, technologies and business opportunities.

This is just the start of another great year for NJSFPE as a leader in fire protection 
education and awareness in the state of New Jersey .

I look forward to seeing you at our chapter meeting on Monday, September 10th at the 
Hanover Manor at 16 Eagle Rock Avenue, East Hanover, NJ.  Come welcome our new 
State Fire Marshal, Richard Mikutsky.

Paul
Chapter President
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Minutes of the SFPE – NJ Chapter Meeting

June 18 , 2018

President Paul McGrath convened the 
meeting at 6:05 PM with a salute to the 
flag and customary introductions.  

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the minutes of the last meeting.

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the May treasurer’s reports.  

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the following slate of officers 
and trustees for the upcoming chapter 
year beginning August 1, 2018:

Officers
 President: Paul McGrath
 Vice President: Chris Vitale
 Secretary: Joe Janiga
 Treasurer: Marios Michaelides

Trustees
 Jim Loftus (first year of 1 year 
term)
 Marvin Maradiaga (first year of 2 
year term)
 Ernesto Vega-Janica (first year of 3 
year term)
 Dave Gluckman (first year of 1 
year term)
 Glenn Buser (first year of 2 year 
term)

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the application of John Ventrella 
from Red Hawk Fire and Security as a 
chapter member.   

Michael Wilson gave us an update on 
the one- and two-family dwelling 
automatic sprinkler legislation.  
Hopefully there will be movement in 
September and the bill will be 
approved.  This will not apply to 
manufactured homes or one- and two-
family dwellings not connect to a water 
supply.  There have already been 30 
fire related deaths in NJ this year.

The first Metro Education Foundation 
Technical Conference to be held on 
Thursday October 11, 2018 at the 
Westchester Marriott, located at 670 
White Plains Road in Tarrytown, NY.  
The event will feature a line-up of 
speakers who will present timely topics 
of interest to both the engineering and 
architectural fields.  The conference is 
co-sponsored with the Westchester / 
Hudson Valley Chapter of AIA.  The NJ 
Chapter has four free tickets to the 
conference and a drawing will be held 
at the September meeting.  At the 
conference, IEEE will be offering a 20% 
discount for all SFPE publications 
bought thru IEEE.

Rich Reitberger and Jerry Naylis went 
to City College of NJ in Jersey City and 
spoke to Pat Boyle who runs the Fire 
Science program.  CCNJ wants to 
expand this program and was 
interested in partnering with us.  Jerry 
is putting together some classes they 
may like to use which focuses a little 
more on the science of fire protection.  
A committee will be formed led by Jerry 
so we can work with CCNJ.   Rich, 
Dave Gluckman and Ernesto Vega-
Janica will be on this committee and 
Rich will try to see if someone from ISO 
can serve on the committee as well.

Fire prevention week grant program is 
coming to an end – June 29.  We have 
11 applicants and we will address them 
at them annual planning meeting 
tentatively scheduled for August 2 at 
City Fire.

Our speaker tonight was Dave Barber, 
Principal Engineer, ARUP, who gave 
us a presentation titled, “Hi Rise Mass 
Timber Buildings – Issues and 
Solutions.”

Sustainability is a driving factor which 
has caused a resurgence in the interest 
of timber.  It is relatively new 
technology for the U.S. but prevalent in 
Europe, UK and Canada.  Cost 
efficiency is also an important factor 
since it is less expensive than steel and 
buildings can be built quicker.  Mass 
timber is different than heavy timber 
and we reviewed the different types 
which include glulam, cross lam timber 
(CLT) and nail lam timber (NLT).  We 
also were shown many different 
examples of structures that used mass 
timber.  

Also discussed was the IBC limits for 
mass timber construction since most 
buildings are classified as Type IV 
construction (heavy timber), proposed 
changes to the 2021 IBC and fire 
situations involving mass timber.

Lastly, the 2018 National Design 
Specification (NDS) for Wood 
Construction was developed by the 
American Wood Council's (AWC) 
Wood Design Standards Committee 
and is referenced in the 2018 
International Building Code. Significant 
additions to the 2018 NDS include new 
Roof Sheathing Ring Shank nails and 
fastener head pull-through design 
provisions to address increased wind 
loads in ASCE 7-16 Minimum Design 
Loads and Associated Criteria for 
Buildings and Other Structures.  This 
document is available at:  http://
www.awc.org/codes-standards/
publications/nds-2018

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 
PM.
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EPA rule delaying Risk Management Program 
amendments vacated from West, Texas fertilizer 
plant disaster

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has vacated the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s rule to delay amendments to its Risk Management Program adopted in the 

wake of the West, Texas, fertilizer plant disaster.

The EPA under the Trump administration delayed the regulation several times and promulgated a 

final rule in June 2017 to delay its implementation for 20 months. But in July 2017, a group of 11 

state attorneys general sued the EPA for delaying the regulation and the D.C. Circuit ruled in their 

favor on Friday

“Because EPA has not engaged in reasoned decision-making, its promulgation of the delay rule is 

arbitrary and capricious,” the appeals court said in vacating the delay rule.

In May 2018, the agency proposed a rule to rescind the planned changes — a regulation that was 

seen by some experts as gutting an effort to improve the safety of chemical facilities launched 

under the Obama administration even as incidents at these facilities continued to occur.

The Obama-era proposal, which features requirements for third-party audits and incident 

investigations at chemical facilities regulated by the agency, was adopted in the wake of the West 

fertilizer plant explosion that killed 15 people in 2013. But the EPA said its new proposal related to 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives’ finding that the incident was caused by 

arson and not an accidental chemical incident. The fire and explosion at the West Fertilizer Co. 

killed 12 emergency responders and three civilians and injured more than 300 other people.

The appeals court rejected the Trump administration’s rationale for rescinding the regulation.

“Even were the court to agree for purposes of argument that the cause of the West, Texas, disaster 

being arson is relevant to some of the accident prevention provisions of the chemical disaster rule, 

it is irrelevant to the emergency-response and information-sharing provisions, including those that 

have indisputably been delayed from the original March 14, 2018, effective date,” the court stated. 

“Given that 12 of the 15 fatalities in the West, Texas, disaster were local volunteer firefighters and 

other first responders, this would be a fairly weak explanation for delaying provisions that EPA 

previously determined would help keep first responders safe and informed about emergency-

response planning.”

Jordan Barab, former deputy assistant secretary of the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration under the Obama administration, called the appeal court’s decision “a stinging 

rebuke” to the EPA in his Confined Space safety and health newsletter on August 17.
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SFPENJ Chapter October Bus trip

The October Chapter meeting this year will be a bus trip to multiple stops in New Jersey.  Please refer to 
both the attached narrative on the trip as well as the flyer.

You can also sign up for the trip via the link below:

h�p://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofs�ab&oeidk=a07efm4r31w6e52a280

Thursday October 18th, 2018 Bus Trip 

NJSFPE “Shore Tour”

This year's Bus trip is the “Shore Tour”. Destination 
are to the Cooper Wheelock fire alarm system 
manufacturing plant (Long Branch), NJNG Training 
Center, Sea Girt for presentations on detection system 
equipment, design & testing plus a short course on 
NFPE 25. Final stop will be the Lobster Shanty (Pt. 
Pleasant) for sea side food and beverages. You don't 
want to miss this one.  $30 fee – Chapter Members 
Only

Itinerary

08:30 – Bus leaves Parsippany, NJ (FM Global 
Parking Lot)

90 minutes to Long Branch, NJ – Cooper / 
Wheelock Plant

10:00 – Long Branch: Tour Wheelock plant (2 groups 
of 20) – 2 Hours

30 minutes to Sea Girt – NJ NG Base & 
Museum

12:30 – Sea Girt: Tour NJNG Museum – 30 minutes
3 Hours – Presentations

Wheelock - products & designs
SDI- Test equipment – hands on and 

products
ORR – NFPA 25

16:00 – Leave Sea Girt and bus to Point Pleasant
30 minutes to PP

16:30 – Lobster Shanty for dinner buffet

18:30 Leave Lobster Shanty.  

If weather is nice may stop at PP boardwalk for ice 
cream or taffy (30 minutes) then Bus back to 
Parsippany. 
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Chief William Ross of the Dumont Volunteer Fire Department 
receiving a $1,000 grant from Chapter's Assistant Treasurer, Glenn 
Buser 

The Kearny Fire Department was presented with a grant for $1,000.00 from the New Jersey 
Chapter of the Society of Fire Protection  Engineers (SFPE).  The money will be used to 
purchase Carbon Monoxide Detectors.  

Pictured from le� to right Rich Reitberger NJSFPE, 
Chief Inspector Juan Barroso, Deputy Chief Joseph 
Mastandrea
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The SFPE NJ/NY Education Foundation and the AIA Westchester / Hudson Valley Chapter is pleased to 
announce our First Annual Technical Conference to be held at the Westchester Marriott, located at 670 White 

Plains Road in Tarrytown, NY on October 11, 2018. The event features a delicious hot breakfast and lunch 
buffets as well as coffee and water throughout the day. A cash bar reception will follow the event at Coopers 

Mill, located on property. 

Conference Highlights 

SFPE International President, J.C. Harrington will be our Key Note Speaker, and will be providing a preview 
of his State of the SFPE address planned for the SFPE North America Conference & Expo. He will also present 

“State of the Society, SFPE International” 

Scheduled Speakers and Timely Topics to be presented include renowned local and national fire protection and 
life safety experts: 

Kevin Morin, PE, Joe Plati, PE - CCI - Stadium Fire Protection and Life Safety Design Challenges 

Carl Baldassarra, PE, FSPFE Nick Ozog, PE, and Doug Stieve, AIA - WJE - Exterior Cladding Fire 
Protection 

Elizabeth Schoonman - Johnson Controls - Addressable Notification and Self-Test Features 

Sharron Halpert - Halpert Life Safety - Passive Fire Protection Technology 

Dan O’Connor, PE, FSPFE - Jensen Hughes - Smoke Detection and Stratification 

Tricia Fratto - Ethics Suite - Engineering & Architectural Ethics 

We will also be hosting a special Hospitality Industry Fire Protection Panel which will feature: 

Rob Schmidt, PE - Marriott Hotels & Resorts; Paul Frederick, CPP - Hospitality Security Advisors; Michael J. 
Rzeznik, PE – WJE 

Todd Harvey, RA – Beatty, Harvey, Coco Architects; Tom Gardner, PE, FSFPE - GHD 

Check our website for sponsorship opportunities (http://sfpenjnyfoundation.org), and 
remember to save the date for what is sure to be a fantastic event. 

Note: Both engineering and architectural continuing education credits (CEU's) will be issued for all 
attendees. 

Register On Line Here

The SFPE NJ/NY Education Foundation and the AIA Westchester / Hudson Valley Chapter will hold 
their First Annual Technical Conference at the Westchester Marriott, located at 670 White Plains Road in 

Tarrytown, NY on October 11, 2018.  Come join us for some great technical training with your peers.
See attached flyer for all the details.

Rich Reitberger, President
SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters Education Foundation
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Mail in Registration: 

Fees 

Name: _______________________________ SFPE/AIA Chapter _____________________

Company ______________________ E-mail ___________________ Phone ____________ 

Total Enclosed: __________________. 

Mail to: Rich Reitberger, SFPE, 513 Cross Street, Harrison, NJ 07029 

Questions ? E-mail Rich at richreit522@gmail.com or call 973-902-1319 

SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters Education Foundation - Fall Conference October 11, 2018 

All:  As President of the SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters Education Foundation I am please to announce our First Foundation Technical 
Conference to be held on Thursday October 11, 2018 at the Westchester Marriott, located at 670 White Plains Road in Tarrytown, NY.  

The event will feature a great line up of speakers who will present timely topics of interest to both the engineering and architectural fields. The 
conference is co-sponsored with the Westchester / Hudson Valley Chapter of AIA. In addition the event features a delicious hot breakfast and 
lunch buffets as well as coffee and water throughout the day. A cash bar reception will follow the event at Coopers Mill, located on property. 

See the attached flyer in this edition of the Fusible Link for all of the details and thanks for your continued support of our Foundation.

Rich Reitberger
President
SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters Education Foundation
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2018 SFPE Annual Conference & Expo- October 28-30

The 2018 SFPE Annual Conference & Expo will be held on October 28-30 in Nashville, TN. Take 
control of your professional development with up-to-date technical trends including BIM, Large-
Scale Fire Tes�ng, Resiliency, Naviga�ng the Rules, Fires Service, Industry Applica�ons, and many 
more while earning 14 PDHs over 2 ½ days (plus up to 21 PDHs available from the op�onal 
Professional Development Seminars), and unparalleled networking opportuni�es with the right 
people.

A�endees can access over 55 sessions to get up-to-date on technical trends and case studies. 

The post op�onal Professional Development Seminars are October 31 – November 2.

We look forward to welcoming you in Nashville! h�ps://www.sfpe.org/mpage/Nashville2018 
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 Property Loss Control Engineer 

Sompo International Holdings Ltd. (Sompo International) is a specialty provider of property and casualty insurance and reinsurance, established in 
March 2017 as the result of the acquisition of Endurance Specialty Holdings Ltd. by Sompo Holdings Ltd. (Sompo). 

Sompo's core business encompasses one of the largest property and casualty insurance groups in the Japanese domestic market. In addition, 
Sompo is engaged in the provision of insurance services as well as other related services through its global network of businesses operating in 32 
countries around the world. 

Sompo International is the international operation and a wholly owned subsidiary of Sompo, which trades on the Tokyo Stock Exchange. Through 
our operating subsidiaries, Sompo International underwrites agriculture, professional lines, property, marine and energy, and casualty and other 
specialty lines of insurance and catastrophe, property, casualty, professional lines, weather risk and specialty lines of reinsurance. 

As a leading global provider of insurance and reinsurance, we recognize that our success is derived directly from those who matter most: our 
people. Sompo International's headquarters is in Bermuda and we currently have offices in the United States, the United Kingdom, Continental 
Europe, and Asia. At Sompo International, a shared commitment to integrity, teamwork, agility, execution, and excellence define our culture, and 
we strive to create exceptional value for our clients and shareholders and maintain Sompo International as a desirable place to work. 

We are seeking a HPR Property Loss Control Consultant for our Global Risk Solutions team. Global Risk Solutions offers comprehensive loss 
control services targeted at select industry verticals. Servicing middle market and large accounts domiciled in the U.S., we work through a network 
of retail brokers who share our commitment to long-term partnerships built on white glove service. This position will have the opportunity to work 
remotely. 

The Loss Control Consultant will provide risk improvement consultation services for highly valued large and middle market commercial customers; 
providing added value for our clients. The focus of this position is to evaluate property risks, conduct on-site visits of existing and prospective 
clients and aid the underwriters in the selection and pricing of an account. The Loss Control Consultant will also be responsible to track trends at 
an account and book level and communicate effectively with our clients and brokers. Candidate must have proficiency in property, specifically HPR 
property loss control skills. 

Duties and Responsibilities:

Prioritization and evaluation of new and renewal work volumes to meet the goals of the department; . Possess a comprehensive understanding of 
the following areas: property and HPR (Highly Protected Risk) loss control exposures and risk control techniques.; . 

 Ability to create client facing reports and/or loss control surveys; . 

 Conduct loss control surveys at client locations to determine potential hazards and risk factors to be considered in underwriting/risk selection; 

 Analyze loss or exposure trends, recognize opportunities to provide risk control products and/or services which can help reduce losses. 

 Attend client/broker meetings, lunches, dinners and other social outings as applicable; . 

 Expand existing relationships and new prospective clients; . 

 Ensures compliance with all regulations and keeps abreast of any changes to laws and regulations which pertain to loss control; 

 Explore and develop new technologies for delivering loss control services; 

 Designs, develops, organizes and conducts training and staff development programs for internal and external customers; and . 

 Responsibilities also include the production of thought leadership articles or creation of LC library resources; and 

Qualifications: 

 A minimum of ten (10) years of experience in Property & HPR Loss Control within P&C insurance and/or private industry/government with at 
least (5) years in a Global Risk Management/technically complex environment. 

 Established relationships with retail producers. 

 Ability to plan strategically and prioritize workload to meet production and management objectives. 

 Ability to be a team player. 

 Ability to travel up to 35% of time. Travel will include driving, air travel, and overnight trips. 
Sompo International offers a competitive compensation and benefits package commensurate with experience. 

Send your resume to vsordillo@sompo-intl.com Victor Sordillo, SVP Global Risk Services Victor J Sordillo PE, CSP, MBA Senior Vice President 
Global Director of Risk Control Services 600 Campus Drive Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 Tel. # 1-908-376-2499 Mobile 1-908-251-0761 
Email: vsordillo@sompo-intl.com
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Employment Posi�on Available

Job Descrip�on

Responsibilities:

Risk Logic Incorporated (RLI) is looking for an Asst. Property Loss Prevention Engineering Manager. The person will be able to review Highly Protected Risk “HPR” type 

property loss prevention surveys and write technical plan review letters. The applicant will need to work from home. The position includes minimal (if any) travel. Primary 

responsibilities will include conducting a technical review of insurance carrier and Risk Logic reports as well as plan review. Emphasis of the report review will focus on fire 

protection analyses, reviewing detailed Construction / Occupancy / Protection / Exposure (“COPE”) information and natural hazard exposures. Also the candidate will be 

conducting plan review for fire protection, construction, roofing, process hazards, and flammable liquids/aerosol exposures. The technical risk review and plan review will be 

conducted for large commercial and industrial facilities mostly in the U.S. and possibly abroad.

Position Requirements:

 Determine adequacy of automatic fire protection systems and water supplies for wide range of manufacturing and storage occupancies

 Analysis of natural hazard exposures and existing protection

 Develop recommendations for plan review using applicable NFPA and FM standards

 Expertise reviewing NLE’s, PML’s, and MFL’s

 Strong technical writing skills

 Self-motivated person who can work efficiently from a home office

 Understanding of Microsoft Windows, Word, Excel & Outlook

 Communicate daily via email and telephone

 Adequate interpersonal skills to communicate effectively with various clients

Work Experience Required:

 Minimum 5 years work experience at FM Global.

 Excellent understanding of NFPA and FM Global Standards

Required Education and Qualifications:

Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering from an accredited college 
Fire Protection PE license a plus

Salary & Benefits:

This is a part time position (20+ hours per week) that will be paid hourly. If successful it can turn into a full time position on January 1st. 

If interested, please submit resume to jdurante@risklogic.com. Only qualified applicants mee�ng the above requirements should apply. 

About Risk Logic Incorporated

RLI is a property loss prevention engineering company that provides comprehensive unbundled engineering services for insurance brokers, insurance carriers 

and directly with clients. Our services are performed globally. RLI has been in business for over 20 years. Go to www.risklogic.com for more information.
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2018-2019

Date Program Presenter

September 10, 2018 NJ State Fire Marshal Richard Mikutsky, NJDFS

October 18, 2018 Bus Trip Wheelock, Sea Girt & SDI

November 5. 2018 Fundamentals of Fire Resistance Tim Costello, WJE

December 3. 2018 Major Losses & Holiday Party Jerry Naylis

January 7, 2019 Home Fire Sprinkler Water Supply Dave Kurasz

February 4, 2019 NFPA 13 Update Russ Levi�

March 4, 2019 Solar Panel Innova�ons TBD 

April 1, 2019 Technical Seminar TBD

May 1, 2019 UL 268 Smoke Detector Standard TBD

June 3, 2019 NFPA 20 Fire Pump Tes�ng TBD



HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG h�p://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA Na�onal h�p://www.afaa.org/
AFSA h�p://www.firesprinkler.org/
ANSI h�p://web.ansi.org/
ASHRAE h�p://www.ashrae.org/
Campus-Firewatch h�p://www.campus-firewatch.com/
Coffee Break Training h�p://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC h�p://www.cpsc.gov/
CSAA h�p://www.csaaul.org/
Municipal Codes (E Codes) h�p://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY h�p://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FM Global h�p://www.fmglobal.com/
FSDANY h�p://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm
FSI h�p://www.firesprinklerini�a�ve.org/
FSSA h�p://www.fssa.net/
Fire Tech Produc�ons—Nicet Training (FTP) h�p://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklr Coali�on h�p://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety h�p://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html
AFAA-NJ h�p://www.afaanj.org/
Interna�onal Code Council - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/
Interna�onal Code Council Residen�al Sprinkler Exam - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_Residen�alSprinklerExam.pdf
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - h�p://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - h�p://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunica�ons/index.html
Na�onal of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - h�p://www.nafed.org/index.cfm

2018- 2019 Chapter

Committees

STANDING COMMITTEES
Program
Mike Newman

Arrangements
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson

Membership
Paul McGrath, Chairman

Nomina�ng
Marvin Maradiaga
Jim Burge

Audi�ng
Vanessa Gallagher, Chairman
Rich Reitberger

Archivist/Historian
Jim Tolos, Vicki & Nicole

Speakers Gi�s
Rich Reitberger

Communica�ons
Fusible Link—Brad Hart
bradhart07438@yahoo.com
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator

Communica�ons-Other
Paul McGrath
Mike Newman

Mailing/Automa�on/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson
Webmaster—Mike Newman & Paul McGrath

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Spring Seminar
Ed Armm—Chairman
Dave Kurasz—Sprinkler Speakers Coordinator
Jim Lo�us—Alarm Speakers Coordinator
Paul McGrath—Vendor Coordinator

Bylaws
Jim Tolos, Chairman
Joe Janiga
John Antola

Career Recruitment
Tim Costello, Chairman
Donna Spano
Marios Michaelides

Chapter Excellence Awards
Ernesto Vega-Janica

PE Examina�on
Donna Spano

Chapter Seminar/Field Trip
Richard Reitberger, Chairman
Ed Armm , CoChairman
Dave Gluckman
Nathan Gorey

Legisla�ve
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
Jerry Naylis
Dave Kurasz

Finance
Rich Reitberger - Chairman
Vanessa Gallagher
C. Patel


