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October 2019 

President’s Message…. 

On September 9th, Tim Costello, WJE, made the 3rd part of his presentation 
on the Fundamentals of Fire Resistance.  He focused on repair and 
reconstruction of building structural components after exposure to fire.   

I especially want to thank Tim for these informative presentations over the 
past NJSFPE year.  I presented Tim with the 2019-2020 NJSFPE 
President’s Award in recognition of his support for the advancement of fire 
protection engineering in New Jersey throughout his 20 plus year career.  
Tim exemplifies unselfish payback to our important life safety profession. 

It’s not too late to register for the NJ-NY Metro Chapters Education 
Foundation/AIA joint Technical Conference in Tarrytown, NY at the 
Marriott Westchester on Thursday, October 3, 2019.  There is a tremendous 
line up of speakers.  Click here to register. 

I would like to welcome our new AHJ member, Paul Murphy from the 
Hazlet Fire Department. 

Register Now for our annual field trip on Thursday, October 10th at the 
Chubb Global Learning Centre located in Branchburg, NJ.  Don’t miss this 
unique opportunity!    

This is your opportunity to see their new incredible hands on building fire 
protection equipment facility.  They are all types of sprinkler valves, fire 
pumps and sprinkler heads that are live for training.  There is also different 
types of fire alarm panels and devices including releasing panels. 

Further information on the trip is included in this edition of the Fusible 
Link.  

I look forward to seeing you on October 10th! 

 

Paul 
Chapter President 
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The Chapter met on September 9, 
2019. President Paul McGrath opened 
the meeting at 6:00PM with a salute to 
the flag and our customary 
introductions. There were nineteen in 
attendance.  
  
The members voted to accept the 
application of Paul Murphy, Hazlet FD 
for Chapter (AHJ) membership. 
Welcome Paul. 
  
The Secretaries report for the Aug 1 
reorganization meeting was read and 
accepted. The Treasurer’s reports for 
July and August were read and 
accepted. 
  
Paul announced the four winners of 34 
applicants to our 2019 Fire Protection 
Week Grant Program. Allamuchy FD, 
Belmar, East Orange and Kearny. 
Each will be awarded a $1,000 grant. 
We thank the NJ-NY Metro Education 
Foundation for their financial support 
to the awards. The current proposal is 
for next year’s FPW topic to be 
‘Impairment- Hidden Danger’. 
  
Paul announced that the Chapter will 
receive the Gold ACE award from the 
Society at the Annual meeting next 
month in Phoenix, AZ. Congrats. 
  
Brad Hart, Editor of the Fusible Link 
asks that contributions for our 
publication be sent to himself or 
Lindsey@cityfire.com. 
  
Proposed changes to the Chapter’s by
-laws were discussed, the entire 
document was published in the 
September Fusible Link and the topic 
has been discussed at several 
previous meetings.  Changes are 
primarily intended to support the 
Chapter’s new Incorporation. The 
membership voted to accept the new 
by-laws which the executive board had 
approved earlier. 
  
Dave Kurasz announced the NJ’s 
adoption of the 2018 IBC and IRC 
effective 9/3/19 with a 6month grace 
period. 
  
The Society’s Annual Meeting will be 
held in Phoenix, AZ during the week of 
Oct 13. Paul mentioned several of the 
benefits of the meeting; the quality of 
speakers and technical presentations 

and encouraged anyone to attend who 
can make it. 
  
The Engineers’ Club is 
sponsoring a BBQ event on 
9/20 at the Golf Museum for the 
benefit of homeless 
veterans.  We are all invited. 
  
Paul Announced the upcoming 
Annual Technical Seminar by 
the NJ NY Metro Chapter 
Education Foundation and AIA 
Westchester to be held on Oct 
3 in Tarrytown, NY. Four 
meeting attendees were 
selected at random to receive 
free admission to the event on 
behalf of the Chapter. 
  
Tim Costello of WJE Associates 
delivered part three of his three 
part series, ‘Fundamentals of 
Fire Resistance’. This section 
concentrated on repair and 
reconstruction of structures 
following fire exposure. Tim 
discussed that while forensic 
analysis often proceeds repairs that 
codes don’t provide much guidance 
although there is some guidance in 
concrete and steel industry 
publications. Its understood that steel 
and concrete strength drop off with 
increasing temperatures, notably 
around 1000F. And the major life 
safety intention of the construction is to 
allow occupants time to evacuate and 
first responders time to arrive and 
begin work.   
  
Tim mentioned ASTM E119, standard 
time temperature curve as the basis 
for prescriptive repairs. And explained 
that for alternative, performance base 
a credible fuel load must first be 
determined for the situation. Tim 
described that since codes do not 
specify how to repair fire damaged 
structures it often results in ‘best 
guess’ performance based design. 
And he concluded the presentation 
with a few pictorial examples of such 
repairs he is aware of.  
  
At the close of the presentation Paul 
McGrath presented Tim with the 
Chapter’s ‘Engineer of the Year’ award 
in appreciation of his service to the 
Chapter and our industry. Congrats 
and thanks Tim. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:10PM.  

Please note that our October meeting 
will be held on THURSDAY, Oct 10, 
5:00PM at the CHUBB LAB, 35 
Columbia Road, Branchburg, NJ for a 
guided tour and demonstrations of 
some of their fire protection 
equipment.  

Minutes of September 9, 2019  Meeting 

Paul McGrath, SFPE NJ Chapter President, 

presenting  Tim Costello the President’s 

Award at the September Chapter meeting . 
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Pre-Register Today. Full Agenda to follow. $125/ pp 

Click HERE to register on-line 

 TIME CONFERENCE AGENDA 

7:30AM REGISTRATION OPENS 

8:00AM BREAKFAST 

8:15AM WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

8:25AM Christopher Gates, - UL, Leonard Ramo—Telgian   ESFR Sprinklers– Full Scale Testing 

9:25AM Michael Crowley, PE. FSPE—JensenHughes    Health Care Fire Protection 

10:25AM Break 1 

10:45AM Carl Baldassarra, PE, FSFPE—WJE    The History of Code Development in the United States 

11:45-1:00PM Lunch 

1:00PM George Poulis—JCI and Woody Ridgeway—JCI    Special Suppression System Technology Update 

2:00PM Qianru Guo, PhD, PE (CA) - SGH    Structural Fire Protection 

3:00PM Break 2 

3:15PM Noah Ryder, PhD, PE—Fire Risk Alliance    Large Scale Test Regarding the Dispersion of Natural Gas 

4:15PM CLOSING REMARKS 

4:20PM AFTER-CONFERENCE NETWORKING EVENT AT COOPER’S MILL (Cash Bar) 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egjc9git32e847fe&oseq=&c=&ch=
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2019-2020 SFPE Program Presenter Date 

Chubb Lab & Training Center Chubb Engineer October 10, 2019 

Corrosion Management in Fire 

Sprinkler Systems 

Jeff Kochelek, Engineered Corrosion 

Solution 
November 4, 2019 

Latest Lessons Learned from Losses Jerry Naylis, Technical Fire Services December 2, 2019 

No Meeting Scheduled  January 6, 2020 

Cla-Val RE: Breach Valves Bill Moore February 3, 2020 

Power over the Ethernet Ernesto Vega Janica, IEEE March 2, 2020 

NJSFPE & AFAANJ Technical  

Seminar 
Various Presenters April 22, 2020 

United Fire Protection Facility Tour 

on Special Hazards 
Frank Savino, United Fire Protection May 4, 2020 

NJ-NY Metro Education Foundation 

Golf Outing 
New York County Club June 1, 2020 

Fire Sprinkler Anti Freeze Protection 
Amber Bodner, Johnson Controls Fire 

Protection 
June 8, 2020 

NFPA Conference & Expo  National Fire Protection Association June 15-18, 2020 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2018-2019 
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HELPFUL LINKS 

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/ 
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/
news/ 
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/ 
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm 

2018- 2019 Chapter 

Committees 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Program 
Joe Janiga 
 
Arrangements 
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
Membership 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Nominating 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Auditing 
Vanessa Gallagher, Chairman 
 
Archivist/Historian 
Vicki Serafin 
 
Speakers Gifts 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Communications 
Fusible Link—Brad Hart 
bradhart07438@yahoo.com 
Lindsey Taylor—Coordinator 
 
Communications-Other 
Paul McGrath 
 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 
Spring Seminar 
Jim Loftus 
 
Bylaws 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Career Recruitment 
Tim Costello 
 
Chapter Excellence Awards 
Paul McGrath 
 
PE Examination 
Donna Spano & Marios Michaelides 
 
Legislative 
Jerry Naylis 
 
Finance 
Dave Gluckman 
 
Fire Prevention Week Grant Program 
David Gluckman 

 


