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President’s Message…. 

Bill Moore with Cla-Val Corporation introduced our members to Automatic 
Breach Control Valves, a relatively new fire protection service valve (~10 
years).  Breach valves are designed to control catastrophic failure of water 
supply when a supply main is severed by a violent event like 9/11, a seismic 
event or mechanical breakdown.  Stopping the massive flow of water will 
allow the fire protection system downstream of the break to remain 
effective.  Bill’s presentation elicited substantial discussion among the 
membership. 

I am proud to have presented a President’s Award to Jim Loftus for his 
tremendous contribution to the New Jersey SFPE Chapter.  Jim has virtually 
single handedly arranged and executed the NJSFPE-AFAANJ Technical 
Symposium for many years.  This event not only contributes greatly to the 
expansion of fire protection engineering knowledge throughout New Jersey, 
but it also generates substantial income to support our chapter activity every 
year.  Thanks, Jim, for all you do for our chapter! 

Register Today for the NJSFPE-AFAANJ Symposium on Wednesday, April 
22nd at the Hanover Manor in East Hanover.  You can go directly to our 
website to register www.njsfpe.org.   

Our next chapter meeting will be on Monday, March 2nd.  Our very own 
Ernesto Vega-Janica will be presenting on ‘POE: Power Over the Ethernet 
Application in Fire Alarm Systems’.   Ernesto will be making this 
presentation at the 2020 SFPE 13th International Performance-Based Codes 
and Fire Safety Design Methods Conference & Expo in Auckland New 
Zealand on March 9-10, 2020.   Save the 20+ hour flight and come see 
Ernesto here at the Hanover Manor in East Hanover, NJ. 

I look forward to seeing you! 

Paul 
Chapter President 
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Minutes of the NJ-SFPE Chapter 
Meeting – February 2020 

President Paul McGrath convened the February 

meeting at 6:00 PM with the salute to the flag and 

our customary introductions. There were seventeen 

in attendance.  

Paul presented Jim Loftus with the President's Award 

for all his excellent contributions to the Chapter es-

pecially his tireless work on the Seminars. Congrats 

and well done Jim. Thank you. 

The meeting minutes from Jan 6 which appeared in 

the Fusible Link were accepted by the Members. 

The Treasurer's report for January 2020 was accept-

ed by the Members. 

There was one application for a new (dual) member 

by Shamim Rashid-Sumar, PE, FSFPE of the National 

Redi-Mixed Concrete Association  which was ap-

proved. Welcome Shamim. 

The Foundation's scholarship golf outing is scheduled 

for June 1. Rich also discussed that the foundation 

plans to award $14,000 in scholarships, continue 

with a Ferrugio grant and provide $5,000 to support 

UMd during 2020. 

Jim announced that registration for vendors and 

attendees has opened for the Chapter's eleventh 

Technical Seminar to be held on April 22. Speakers 

are arranged. 

Dues notices have been distributed. Rich urged eve-

ryone to reply. 

Following dinner Mr. Bill Moore, Regional Sales Man-

ager of Cla-Val along with Tom Kuehnel and Andy 

Furman of Harper Control Solutions made an engag-

ing presentation on Automatic Breach Control 

Valves. These devices were first recommended in the 

investigative report of the World Trade Center event. 

The concept is that the valves would automatically 

close in the event of a catastrophic failure of water 

piping system such as when risers were severed on 

9/11.  It was explained that several hundred of these 

valves have been in service, some  for almost a dec-

ade, mostly in NYC. Using long established main con-

trol valve technology the assembly remains wide 

open, closing when a pre-set differential pressure 

across the valve is exceeded. Operation, compo-

nents, valve performance in use to date, mainte-

nance and inspection were all discussed with a very 

lively and useful question and answer period inter-

spersed throughout.  Apparent to us though is a lack 

of regulatory standards (so far) on the devices. 

Thanks to our speakers  for this excellent discussion. 

There was a motion to adjourn at 8:20PM.  
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President Paul McGrath presents Jim Loftus with the Chapter's Presidents Award  

at the February Chapter meeting. 
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How many times do you see a sprinkler system that doesn't have the appropriate hydraulic in-

formation. The following is a quick one page bulletin that can be provided to the owner/

occupant.  It can be found at: Hydraulic System Nameplates  

 

Hydraulic System Nameplates 

 

C O F F E E  B R E A K  B U L L E T I N  

Hydraulic system nameplates 
Posted: July 31, 2017 

This Coffee Break Bulletin explains what infor-
mation is required by National Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA) Standard 13, "Standard for the 
Installation of Automatic Sprinkler Systems (2016 
Edition)," on a fire sprinkler system’s hydraulic 
nameplate. 

Most automatic sprinkler systems designed today 
are hydraulically calculated — an engineered ap-
proach that matches the potential fire hazard to the 
pressure and volume of the available water supply. 
The sprinkler plans examiner verifies the hydraulic 
calculations to ensure that all of the design consid-
erations are met. 

To help keep track of the design criteria, NFPA 13 
requires that the installing contractor identify hy-

draulically designed sprinkler systems with a permanently marked weatherproof metal or rigid plastic sign se-
cured with corrosion-resistant wire, chain, or other approved means. The sign must be placed at the alarm 
valve, dry-pipe valve, preaction valve, or deluge valve supplying the corresponding hydraulically designed 
area. 

According to NFPA 13, the sign must have the following minimum information: 

• The location of the design area(s). These are also known as the “hydraulic remote areas” and make up 
the portion of the building and contents that are most challenging for the sprinkler system to pro-
tect. It is important to remember that the hydraulic remote area may not be the area physically 
most remote from the sprinkler risers. 

• The discharge densities over the design area or areas. This is the amount of water that the design cri-
teria specify is needed to control a fire in the hydraulic remote area. This value may come from 
NFPA 13 or the authority having jurisdiction. 

• The required flow and residual pressure demand at the base of the riser. 

• Occupancy classification or commodity classification and maximum permitted storage height and 
configuration. 

• Hose stream allowance included in addition to the sprinkler demand. 

• The name of the installing contractor. 
 

 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/training/coffee_break/073117.html
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Spring is soon approaching and outside grilling will be more common. 
Check out safe distances  from the fired equipment below 

The following is a link and summary technical information on the Husky Energy Refinery Explosion that 
occurred in April of 2018.  The link will also give you the ability to click on a animation of the explosion 

and subsequent fire fighting  strategy that was quite successful. 

https://www.csb.gov/husky-energy-refinery-explosion-and-fire/ 

 

https://www.csb.gov/husky-energy-refinery-explosion-and-fire/
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NJSFPE-AFAANJ 11th Annual Symposium Attendee Registration 

 As with previous years we will be having our Vendor Trade 
show throughout the day.  

  

Our speakers and program: 

• John Drucker  - Fire Protection Sub-code Official, Bor-
ough of Red Bank, NJ  

 New Jersey's Rehabilitation Code  

 Jason Webb- Director of Industry Relations- Potter 

  How to prepare for automated inspection and testing  

 Steve Cummings -Director Sensors Business Unit-
Nexceris 

 Energy Storage Systems (ESS) Gas Detection Designs 
Based on Large-Scale Fire Testing 

 Phil Gunning, PE.-Director Education & Training-Globe 
Fire Sprinkler Corporation 

 Sprinkler Protection Attic Spaces 

 Shamim Rashid- Sumar, PE, FSFPE-Vice President, Fire 
Codes and Standards - National Ready Mixed Concrete As-
sociation 

 Benefits and Fire Resistance Qualities of Concrete in 
Construction  

 Michael J. Hosch- Lead Applications Engineer-Det-
Tronics 

Ultra-high-speed Optical Flame Detection and Releasing 
System Solutions 

Raffle Prizes following the last speaker. 
  
Please use the link below to register or RSVP. 

When 

Wednesday, April 22, 2020 from 
7:30 AM to 4:00 PM EDT 
Add to Calendar 

  

Where 

The Hanover Manor 
16 Eagle Rock Ave 
East Hanover, NJ 07936 
Driving Directions 

 

 

Get more information 

Register Now! 

I can't make it 

If you have any questions please contact Ed Armm (see below) Vicki Serafin vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 
(973) 541-6771, or Jim Loftus, james.loftus@siemens.com (973) 590-0048 

Thank you for your attention and response, we look forward to seeing them at your event. 
  

Sincerely, 
  

Jim Loftus 
 AFAANJ & NJSFPE  

james.loftus@siemens.com 
973-590-0048 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lD9NEF8FS3KtZ4UFuQHKvHfKkG30LVE1g-mdiJOTLGyqxHp_NH_2QsKboLBgq-izfqIeZaDsU4Ms-udgl3UnFrsQ4zXcukqb46JaADzT1JolvBTCUIrMyhXNvx0u8qKDHVdbMbLTHA_n9duox-fvnNyA9R_Xjg-vUXHSVsUEI1G9H8-4qZh7Wqpo9cTDMAEOH_delEbjLwMHppJEwwq0KzFcQlRGTmGnHikZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lD9NEF8FS3KtZ4UFuQHKvHfKkG30LVE1g-mdiJOTLGyqxHp_NH_2QiWY3_stRAqsCpemeLr86XwwNGBHdvK8JrsnVKIyW_c1pcY5-Nznx6peOQxVMxx5twTBsizJL04zLr5WJmqGDDAP_UqxPu-kqSR1onSlHB6URCE8zze7SrHxdzpGb6Nh4raLVF6QYM_rG-vYkWPTQrKopQMoJrLFVG1OTdLgJicA434i
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egvs822xf59a3123&c=506c86d0-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390&ch=50a60d60-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/regform?oeidk=a07egvs822xf59a3123&c=506c86d0-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390&ch=50a60d60-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/decline?oeidk=a07egvs822xf59a3123&c=506c86d0-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390&ch=50a60d60-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390
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2019-2020 SFPE Program 

Schedule 
Presenter Date 

Power over the Ethernet Ernesto Vega Janica, IEEE March 2, 2020 

NJSFPE & AFAANJ Technical  

Seminar 
Various Presenters April 22, 2020 

United Fire Protection Facility Tour 

on Special Hazards 
Frank Savino, United Fire Protection May 4, 2020 

NJ-NY Metro Education Foundation 

Golf Outing 
New York County Club June 1, 2020 

Fire Sprinkler Anti Freeze Protection 
Amber Bodner, Johnson Controls Fire 

Protection 
June 8, 2020 

NFPA Conference & Expo  National Fire Protection Association June 15-18, 2020 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2019-2020 

Most meetings are held at the Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Ave., East Hanover, NJ. 

Social hour starts at 5:00PM, Dinner meeting starts at 6:00PM. 
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Looking for HPR Experienced Engineers!   

 
 

Risk Logic Inc. is an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company that has been performing 
HPR (Highly Protected Risk) inspections for 23 years all over the world. We are actively looking to expand 

our network of engineers helping us to inspect large commercial property facilities.  
 
The good stuff: 

No corporate BS – Use your skills to conduct surveys, write reports, and get paid 
Work when you want, where you want 
Perfect for recent qualified Retirees 
Opportunities for domestic and international travel, including: 

Hawaii 
The Caribbean 
South Africa 
Europe 
Florida 
California  

The qualifications: 
Knowledge of FM Global and NFPA Standards 
PE license a plus 

The details: 
Paid on a per-job basis 
We pay you the day you submit your report.  Our competitors do not! 
Travel required  
Determine adequacy of A.S. systems and water supplies for manufacturing and storage occupancies 
Analysis of natural hazard exposures  
Develop recommendations for improvement  
Expertise in NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs 
Strong technical writing skills 
Self-motivated person who can work from home 

 
To apply, please email your Resume and experience in Specialty Occupancies to efitzgerald@risklogic.com  
 

 

Advertising in the Fusible Link 
It is a new advertising year and we invite you to participate with a spot in our Chapter news-
letter the Fusible Link.  We have a few options to get your name out to the full membership 

and also to be a part of our website,  Just click on the convenient link below to register 
now.  Thanks in advance for your consideration to advertise with us today.  We appreciate 

your support of the Chapter. 

 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egtv146yab39552f 

mailto:efitzgerald@risklogic.com
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egtv146yab39552f
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HELPFUL LINKS 

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/ 
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/
news/ 
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/ 
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm 

2018- 2019 Chapter 

Committees 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Program 
Joe Janiga 
 
Arrangements 
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson 
 
Membership 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Nominating 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Auditing 
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Archivist/Historian 
Vicki Serafin 
 
Speakers Gifts 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Communications 
Fusible Link—Brad Hart 
bradhart07438@yahoo.com 
Lindsey Taylor—Coordinator 
 
Communications-Other 
Paul McGrath 
 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 
Spring Seminar 
Jim Loftus 
 
Bylaws 
Rich Reitberger 
 
Career Recruitment 
Tim Costello 
 
Chapter Excellence Awards 
Paul McGrath 
 
PE Examination 
Donna Spano & Marios Michaelides 
 
Legislative 
Jerry Naylis 
 
Finance 
Dave Gluckman 
 
Fire Prevention Week Grant Program 
David Gluckman 

 


