
Fusible Link        Page 1 

 

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/njsfpe 
And on Facebook at www.facebook.com/njsfpe 

FUSIBLE LINK 

Editor Fusible Link 
Brad Hart & 
Lindsey Taylor 
Tel.: 207-319-7754 
bradhart07438@yahoo.com 

Chapter Officers 

President 

Rich Reitberger (Axis) 

richreit522@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Paul McGrath (City Fire)   

paul@cityfire.com 

 

Secretary 

Joe Janiga  

jwjaniga@gmail.com  

Treasurer 

Marios Michaelides (Lockton) 

mmichaelides@lockton.com 

Immediate Past President 

Paul McGrath (City Fire)   

paul@cityfire.com 

 

Trustees: 

Jim Loftus (Siemens) 

James.loftus@siemens.com 

Marvin Maradiaga (FM Global) 

marvin.maradiaga@fmglobal.com 

Ernesto Vega-Janica, IEEE  

evj2@hotmail.com 

Glenn Buser (Lockton) 

gbuser@lockton.com 

Evan Fitzgerald   

efitzgerald@risklogic.com 

 

 

Special Executive Assistant to The Board 

Vicki Serafin  

Affiliated FM Insurance 

300 Kimball Drive – Suite 200 

Parsippany, NJ  07054 

vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com 

973-541-6771 

 

http://www.njsfpe.org/ 
www.twitter.com/newjerseysfpe 

www.facebook.com/njsfpe 

 
September 2020 

President’s Message…. 

Well I hope everyone had a safe summer. It is almost time to start 

a new Chapter year !  We are going to kick off our Program on 

Monday September 21st at the Hanover Manor outdoor tent 

located at the venue in the parking lot.  The tent is set up for 

outdoor dining so it will be similar to our normal meeting but will 

have all the NJ state guidelines for meeting as a group during 

Covid 19.  This meeting will also be held jointly with NJ AFAA.  The 

speaker will be our own Ernesto Vega Janica who will give us an 

update on NFPA 72.  There will also be some free publications 

from IEEE as giveaways compliments of Ernesto.   

 

Also congratulations to our very own Glenn Buser who was 

elected to the grade of SFPE Fellow.  Glenn has been an Officer, 

Director and Trustee of the Chapter and our liaison to SFPE 

International.  Great Job Glenn. 

 

Hope to see you all at our kick off meeting.   

 

Rich Reitberger, FSFPE 
Chapter President 
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September 2020 NJSFPE Meeting 

2020 FPEing Intro to Codes & Standards 
  
The primary goals for this presentations include a discussion of the basic principles of Fire 
Protection Engineering (FPEing), a description of some current uses and future trends 
(especially from an SFPE prospective), identify applicable codes and standards, a discus-
sion on Performance Based Design (PBD) and identify some possible uses, as well as a de-
scription of the general requirements for P.E. Licensing in the U.S.A. 
  

 
Speaker: Ernesto Vega Janica, IEEE Standards Association 
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SFPE Announces Its Fellow  

Class of 2020 

SFPE has recognized 9 of its members as Fellows for 2020. SFPE Fellows 
represent a distinguished group of members who have achieved a standard of 
excellence in the profession. Election to Fellow not only recognizes the 
achievements of fire protection and fire safety engineers as individuals, but al-
so their significant contributions to fire protection engineering and society glob-
ally. 

   

Out of a total SFPE Membership of over 4,700, there are only 322 fellows. The 
9 members recommended to Fellow by the 2020 Qualifications Subcommittee 
and approved by the SFPE Board of Directors are listed below. SFPE Presi-
dent Michael A. Crowley, P.E., FSFPE remarked on the newly-named Fellows, 
“We are excited to recognize and honor the recently elected Fellows of the So-
ciety... Congratulations! The Class of 2020 represents well the high level of ser-
vice and commitment to the Society and to the profession that characterizes 
elevation to the grade of Fellow. We sincerely thank them for their valued con-
tributions to date and look forward to continued service and leadership in the 
future.” 

http://ym-sfpe.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT05NDc1Njc3JnA9MSZ1PTEwNzUyNjUzNjYmbGk9Nzg5ODI4MTM/index.html
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Glenn D. Buser, P.E. 

Lockton Companies 

New York, USA  

Sean S. Donohue, P.E. 

JENSEN HUGHES 

Colorado, USA  

Amanda Kimball, P.E. 

Fire Protection Research 

Foundation 

Venkatesh R. Kodur, 

Ph.D., P.E. 

Michigan State University 

Jeffrey LaSalle, P.E. 

TLC Engineering Solutions 

Pennsylvania, USA  

Michael J. Rzeznik, P.E. 

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates 

New York, USA  

Armin Wolski, P.E. 

Reax Engineering 

California, USA  

David K. Young, P.E. 

Idaho National Laboratory 

Idaho, USA  

SFPE Fellow Class of 2020 

Aixi Zhou, Ph.D., P.E. 
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Glenn Buser, yet another NJ SFPE Chapter member 

 becomes an SFPE Fellow! 
 

 

 

Glenn has been a Professional Member of SFPE since 1984 and currently serves on 

the Qualifications Subcommittee of the Membership and Chapter Relations Group. He 

joined the New Jersey Chapter in 1978 and has served since the mid-1980s in numer-

ous leadership positions including Board Member and President. Currently, he serves 

as a Trustee for the chapter.  Glenn began his fire protection career at an early age as 

a volunteer firefighter in high school and joined Factory Mutual Engineering as a loss 

prevention engineer after graduating college. He earned his P.E. in Fire Protection in 

1994 and since then has held senior property loss prevention and leadership positions 

at global insurance brokers AON and Marsh and currently at Lockton Companies’ New 

York office as Vice President – Senior Risk Control Consultant. Glenn also ran his 

own risk consulting business for almost a decade. Throughout his career, he has 

helped countless global companies better understand and protect their business oper-

ations from losses due to fire, explosion and natural hazards. Glenn’s expertise is in 

fire suppression systems and risk mitigation for the pharmaceutical, electronics, power 

generation and consumer products industries.   

 

Congratulations Glenn on this coveted  and very prestigious honor ! 
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BY JIM PAULEY, PRESIDENT AND CEO, NFPA 

  
NFPA’s codes and standards are the result of a well-functioning system that has de-

livered fire, electrical, and life safety to the public for nearly 125 years. Serving as 

the longest-standing, most successful partnership between the public and private 

sectors, this system has fueled our economy, saved government immeasurable re-

sources, and benefitted society in countless ways. And it is now under attack. 

 

NFPA and other codes and standards developers are facing legal challenges driven 

by those who make the simplistic, erroneous claim that codes and standards should 

be free. This movement argues that if any governmental body, anywhere, decides to 

incorporate a standard by reference, then the entire copyright to every portion of 

that standard is automatically forfeited. In the wake of this campaign, we increasing-

ly see people flooding the market with counterfeit versions of our standards, riddled 

with inaccuracies and peddled for profit without regard to the harm they cause to 

public safety. 

 

Those behind the “standards must be free” campaign unjustly condemn copyright 

protection for our works and shrug off the consequences of tearing down our rights. 

They blithely say that SDOs can just find other ways to recoup the massive costs of 

creating our standards. The folks behind this mindset don’t have an interest in the 

system. Nor do they comprehend the huge undertaking required to produce high 

quality standards year after year, which reflect the latest research, technologies, 

and learnings from tragedies. Furthermore, they fail to offer any alternative solution 

for how the end-product would be developed and delivered, or by whom the cost for 

that development and delivery would be absorbed; it is willfully naïve thinking at 

best. 

 

Regardless of the illogical reasoning or justifications, the dismantling of copyright 

protection for our code and standards threatens the very ability of NFPA and other 

SDOs to continue operating, and ultimately jeopardizes our collective ability to con-

tinue delivering fire and life safety to communities as they’ve come to know and ex-

pect. In fact, most people who benefit from the work we do don’t know much about 

it or how it keeps them safe in virtually every aspect of their daily lives. Traditionally, 

that’s been okay. We’ve been happy to do our work “behind the scenes” to accom-

plish all we do. But it’s not okay - anymore. 

Codes and Standards Under Attack 
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Continued ignorance about how the existing system works will create disaster for 
everyone. If decision-makers don’t understand what it takes to develop and deliver 
fire and life safety to the public, it’s all too easy for it to be dismantled. That’s why all 
of us need to take action. 

At NFPA, we’re working on multiple fronts to be innovative in the way we deliver our 
work and the tools and resources we offer. That will provide some measure of sup-
port for our ongoing efforts. But that’s only part of the story. We need to sustain a 
system that brings together great information and great minds to create these stand-
ards - at no cost to government or the public. Making the case for our established 
track record and the need for the same copyright protection that other content crea-
tors enjoy will require ongoing education and outreach to multiple audiences. All of 
us at NFPA are more than up to the task, but we can’t be successful on our own. 

I implore each and every one of you to do all you can to educate various audiences 

about the immeasurable value and impact of our existing codes and standards de-

velopment process. Let me be clear: Safeguarding our rights is not for the sake of 

protecting any one organization. Rather, this is a public private partnership model 

that truly works to improve safety and to save lives, and we need to fight for and pre-

serve it. 

Codes and Standards Under Attack 
Cont. 
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2020-2021 SFPE Program 

Schedule 
Presenter Date 

NFPA 72 Ernesto Vega Janica September 21, 2020 

The James Goerl Memorial Golf Outing  September 28, 2020 

Remote Testing of Fire Protection 

System 
TBD October 5, 2020 

SFPE International Conference Virtual Watch Party November 9, 2020 

Holiday Party  December 7, 2020 

SFPE Tall Buildings Guide TBD February 1, 2020 

Sprinkler Freeze Protection 
Amber Bodner 

Johnson Controls 
March 1, 2020 

Spring Technical Seminar  April 2020 

United Fire Protection Tour  May 3, 2020 

SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters  

Foundation Golf Outing 
 June 7, 2020 

Annual Meeting/ 

Lithium Ion Batteries 
TBD June 14, 2020 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2020-2021 

Most meetings are held at the Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Ave., East Hanover, NJ. 

Social hour starts at 5:00PM, Dinner meeting starts at 6:00PM. 
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Looking for HPR Experienced Engineers!   

 
 

Risk Logic Inc. is an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company that has been performing 
HPR (Highly Protected Risk) inspections for 23 years all over the world. We are actively looking to expand 

our network of engineers helping us to inspect large commercial property facilities.  
 
The good stuff: 

No corporate BS – Use your skills to conduct surveys, write reports, and get paid 
Work when you want, where you want 
Perfect for recent qualified Retirees 
Opportunities for domestic and international travel, including: 

Hawaii 
The Caribbean 
South Africa 
Europe 
Florida 
California  

The qualifications: 
Knowledge of FM Global and NFPA Standards 
PE license a plus 

The details: 
Paid on a per-job basis 
We pay you the day you submit your report.  Our competitors do not! 
Travel required  
Determine adequacy of A.S. systems and water supplies for manufacturing and storage occupancies 
Analysis of natural hazard exposures  
Develop recommendations for improvement  
Expertise in NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs 
Strong technical writing skills 
Self-motivated person who can work from home 

 
To apply, please email your Resume and experience in Specialty Occupancies to efitzgerald@risklogic.com  
 

 

Advertising in the Fusible Link 
It is a new advertising year and we invite you to participate with a spot in our Chapter news-
letter the Fusible Link.  We have a few options to get your name out to the full membership 

and also to be a part of our website,  Just click on the convenient link below to register 
now.  Thanks in advance for your consideration to advertise with us today.  We appreciate 

your support of the Chapter. 

 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egtv146yab39552f 

mailto:efitzgerald@risklogic.com
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egtv146yab39552f
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HELPFUL LINKS 

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/ 
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/
news/ 
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/ 
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm 

2020-2021 Chapter 

Committees 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Program / Arrangements – Vicki Serafin / Rich Reitberger 

Membership – Rich Reitberger 

Nominating –  Mike Newman / Dave Gluckman 

Auditing – Evan Fitzgerald / Vanessa Gallagher 

Archivist / Historian – Vicki Serafin / Marvin Maradiaga 

Communications: 

              Fusible Link – Brad Hart / Lindsey Taylor / Paul McGrath 

              Electronic Correspondence – Vicki Serafin 

              Website – Paul McGrath / Lindsey Taylor 

Bylaws – Joe Janiga / Rich Reitberger 

Career Recruitment – Donna Spano 

Legislative –  Jerry Naylis / Mike Wilson 

Chapter Seminar – Jim Loftus 

SFPE International Liaison – Glenn Buser 

Fire Prevention Week Grant Program – Paul McGrath / Dave Gluckman 

Chapter Excellence Awards & Chapter Awards –  Rich Reitberger / Vicki Serafin 

NJ / NY Chapters Education Foundation – Rich Reitberger / Mike Newman 

 


